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BANGLADESH 


ACTING CHIEF OF AWAMI LEAGUE RESIGNS POST 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 16 Mar 81 pp 1,8 


[Text] Sveda Zolra tatuddin, a member of the Presidium of Bangladesh Awami 
League (Hasina) returned to Dacca from New Delhi via Calcutta on Saturday 
evening. 


Mrs Tajuddin went to New Delhi on February 24 along with the members of AL 
Yresidium and Secretariat to hold their first meeting with Sheikh Hasina Waved 
who was elected party President in absentia. However she stayed back in India. 
Other AL leaders of the Presidium returned in two batches on March [as pub- 
lished] 


Mrs Tajuddin told the TIMES on Sunday that she did not meet any Indian official 
including Mr Pranab Mukherjee, the Indian Commerce Minister. She said the story 
in the STATESMAN of Delhi was untrue. 


"We know who are doing all these things about our stay in New Delhi," she said. 


Asked why she staved back in the Indian capital, Mrs Tajuddin said that she 
went to Ajmeer Sharif. "It was my first visit to the Indian capital, Ajmeer 
and Calcutta since independence," she said. 


She said that she stayed with Mrs Hasina Wazed during her visit to New Delhi. 
She however, failed to answer when Mrs Hasina was returning from India where 
she had been stayingon political asylum since 1975. 


SCI Guest House 


According to a local weekly BICHITRA which sent its correspondent to report on 
the activities of AL leaders in the Indian capital, the airport custom formali- 
ties at Palam were waived for the AL leaders. They had been whisked away from 
the Delhi airport to shield them from the waiting Indian newsmen at the airport 
when they reached there from Dacca on February 24. 


Barring the ladies all AL leaders stayed at the "Guest House of the Steel 
Corporation of India at Defence Colony which is known in Delhi as the house 
of the 'RAW,' the Indian intelligence agency" the BICHITRA report said. 




















Arun Sengupta, bijoy Dhar 


The weekly report said that “among the AL leaders Dr Kamal Hossain had a meet- 
ing with Mrs Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister of India on February 27," the day 

he returned to Dacca leaving behind his colleagues in Delhi. The story 

sourced a highly connected Indian journalist in Delhi. However, the report 

said according to some others, Dr Kamal Hossain could only meet Mr Arun Sen- 
gupta the Economic Adviser of Mrs Gandhi, Mr Abdul Malek Ukil, former party 

chief met with Mr Bijov Dhar, son of late D P Dhar and an adviser to Mrs Gandhi's 
late son Sanjay Gaidhi. 


The AL leaders also met with Messrs Kader Siddiky, and Chittaranjan Sujar, who 
were staying in New Delhi for the Last three months. The AL leaders on their 

return to Dacca denied that they had any meeting with these persons staying in 
India on political asylum, 


Malek Resigns 


Mr Abdul Malek Ukil tended his resignation as Acting President of the party on 
Saturday, after his return from Delhi. 


Mr Ukil had sought and got the approval of the AL council session to remain a: 
Acting President of the AL till the return of Mrs Hasina Sheikh. Mr Ukil told 
the councillors on late February 16 night at the concluding session of the coun- 
cil that if they did not accept him as Acting President he would resign from the 
Presidium and remain as a ‘two anna member of the party.’ 


A senior AL leader belonging to the faction opposed to Mr Abdul Malek Ukil told 
the TIMES on Sunday that Mr Malek Ukil could not remain as Acting President 
under the amendrents introduced at party council providing for a Presidium. 

The leader said that until the party president returned the meetings of the 
'residium would be presided by its members on rotation. The first meeting of 
the AL !residium was presided over by Mr Ukil and the second by Mr Korban Ali 
when the question of his remaining as Acting President was challenged. 














BANGLADESH 


BNI LEADER ADVO\ \TES ‘RESPONSIBLE OPPOSTTION' 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 1 Mar 81 p i 


[Text!) Tengi (Macea). Feb 28: Prof AO M Badruddozga Choudhury, Secretary 
General of Bang! adesh Notionaliet Party (BNP) [as published] has said that the 
biggest achievement of his party's government was the decentralisation of admin- 
intration and transfer of power and responsibilities to the village representa- 
tives in phases, reports BSS, 


Addressing the biennial conference of the Tongi Pouroshova Branch of the party 
at a local cinema here on Thursday he said that the government administration 
would work in aid of the rural people ae their assistant and not as their 
masters, 


Prof Cyoudhury said that the BNP would secure independence individual identity 
and sovereignty of Bangladesh the BNP, he said would consolidate solidarity 
necessary for success of the revolution and uphold the inspiration of democracy. 
The BNP leader observed that character of the political workers had to be built 
up under political leadership for which he stressed the need for cadre-based 
training. Moreover, Prof Choudhury said the ideals and programmes of the party 
be practised with devotion. 


Prof Choudhury «aid that a responsible and strong opposition was essential in 
a democracy. Those who were in power in the past had collapsed because they 
forgot this basic principle. Political problems had to be solved politica! ly, 
he added, 


cso 4270 











BANGLADESH 


PRESLDENT SPEAKS ON OBJECTIVES OF GRAM SARKAR 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 7 Mar 61 pp 1,8 


[Text] President Ziaur Rahman said on Friday that Swanirvar Gram Sarkar was 
4 socio-economic organisation which should not be used politically. 


Speaking at the second day sitting of special conference of chiefs and women 
members of Gram Sarkar at Shilpakala Academy on Friday morning, President Zia 
asked the members of the Gram Sarkare to provide leadership at graseroot level 
with honesty and dedication. 


It was an extroardinary speech in terme of both style of delivery and its con- 
tent. In an informal tone befitting to a family gathering the President ex- 
plained the concept of Cram Sarkar, ite necessity for the socio-economic 
development of the country and task. ahead to achieve the objectives. “Had 
there been Gram Sarkar hundred years ago, Bangladesh would have achieved 
independence long long before,” he stressed. 


President Zia said that Gram Sarkar should be allowed to grow naturally with- 
out any outside influence. In order to keep the organisation free from poli- 
tics "I have asked my party BNP not to interfere and requested other parties 
to do the same,” he said. 


Underscoring the importance of Gram Sarkar, the President said “after indepen- 
dence of Bangladesh if there is any good work done, it is the Swarnirvar Gram 
Sarkar. It is the best, he told his audience that “Gram Sarkare have been 

organised not to please you, but to mobilise the power, lying hidden and idle 


amongst the people.” 


President Zia said “village is not the lowest level as it is commonly called. 

It is the foundation level.” As such, like a building if foundation was not made 
strong, no system could survive. Ninety per cent of our people live in villages 
so improvement “of villages means improvement of the whole country,” he said. 


President Zia stressed the need for developing a system instead of depending on 
individuals. The whole thing gust not be viewed {com personal angle. Because 
no individual is permanent. I may be President today but I will not remain 
President forever. The President asked the members of Swarnirvar Cram Sarkars 
to investigage against those people who were critical about this system. He said 
that those who were critical must have realised that their days of exploitation 
had ended. 








Dogs Keep on Barking 


Quoting the English saying “the doge keep on barking, the caravan moves on," 
the President said we must aleo move on deapite critician, 


Referring to his recent visit to waredevastated Iran and Iraq, President Zia 
said war could never solve any problem rather "it makes problem more complex 
and creates new problems." The ordinary people had never wanted war because 
they were alwaye the sufferers. But so many things were being done in the name 
o* ordinary people without even taking their opinion. If the people were 
organised no one would be able to deceive or oppress them. 


President Zia said that with the objective of organising the people to give 
back their power and save them from exploitation and oppression, he promisec 
to organise Gram Sarkar during elections of 1978. 


The President said "we need such organisation badly because our society is not 
good. It is a society of exploitation.” To save the people from age old exploi- 
tation and to build an exploitation free prosperous society it was decided to 
organise the people through Gram Sarkar. They were elected in a most free and 
fair elections. 


President reiterated that in order to make Bangladesh strong, people must be 
given power through organisation. Swanirvar Gram Sarkar was the anewer, he 
said. 


Right Step 


The President said that initially there could be some mistakes but creation of 
Swanirvar Gram Sarkar was a step in right direction “without it Bangladesh can- 
not be developed.” 


President Zia said that we must start organising the people through Gram Sarkar 
to end exploitation and develop the rural areas to improve the quality of life." 
Exploitation and oppression was possible because the people were not organised,” 
he said, 


The President said all the people, including President, Vice-President, Prime 
Minister and Ministers were to be answerable to the Gram Sarkar. “I shall go 
personally to my own village to face my Gram Sarkar,” he said. 


President Zia told the members of the Gram Sarkar “you are going to establish 
such an example that leaders and experts from abroad will come to see it." 


The President urged the people to work more to produce more with a view to 
increase national income. 


Referring to the strike by primary teachers the Presidext said that the problem 
was being given political colour and opportunists were exploiting the teachers. 











President Zia asked the members of Swanirvar Gram Sarkar to discuss with primary 
teachers of their respective areas and arrange reopening of all schools, 


The President also informed the Gram Sarkar that gradually all the villages 
would be provided with TVs. 


Earlier Mr Abdul Halim Choudhury, Minister for Local Government, Rural Devel- 
opment and Cooperatives briefing the President on the discussion on the first 
day of the conference said that if the primary teachers failed to join after a 
specified date, members of the Swanirvar Gram Sarkar had proposed to run all 
primary schools on voluntary basis. 


He also disclosed that from next year agricultural loans would be distributed 
without any security and only on recommendation by Gram Sarkar. 


Mr Abdul Halim Choudhury said that a 25—member committee had been formed to 
formulate draft code of conduct and rules for Gram Sarkar. 


CSO: 4220 











BANGLADESH 


OFFICIAL CLAIMS HASINA TRYING POWER GRAB 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 15 Mar 81 p 1 


[Text] Narayanganj), March 14: Mr Zafar Imam, Deputy Minister for Relief and 
Rehabilitation, said here today that the recent etatement of Sheikh Hasina Wazed 
had unmasked the political strategy of Awami-BKSALites to grab power with the 
help of their foreign masters, reporte BSS. 


Addressing a conference of BIWTC Sailors and Employees Union here at Ghat No 5 
the Deputy Minister assured the audience that the workers of Bangladesh Nation- 
alist Party and the patriotic forces would foil any attempt of the conspirators 
to undermine the freedom and sovereignty of the country. 


Mr Imam cautioned that the forces inimical to independence and sovereignty 
were try'’ng to disrupt the programmes of Bangladesh Nationalist Party to cripple 
the economy of the country. 


He urged the party workers to thwart the evil design of these forces and help 
establish an exploitation-free society in the country. 


Presided over by Alhaj Jalal Uddin Ahmed, MP the conference was addressed 
among others by Mr Iskandar Ali, President of Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Sramik 
Dal. 


CSO: 4220 











BANGLADESH 


AWAMI LEAGUE LEADERS RETURN FROM VISIT TO HASINA 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 4 Mar 81 pp 1,12 


[Text] The Awami League (Hasina) leaders who went to Delhi to meet Sheikh 
Hasina thenewly elected party chairman returned to Dacca in two batches on 
Tuesday. The Acting Chairman of the Awami League Presidium Mr Abdul Malek 
Ukil and another presidium member Mr Abdul Mannan came from Calcutta. The 
two AL leaders went to the West Bengal capital from New Delhi on Monday. 


Another group of Awami League leaders party General Secretary Mr Abdur Razzak 
members of the secretariat Mr Tofael Ahmed Mrs Sajeda Chowdhury Mre Ivy Rahman 
came direct from New Delhi. Mr Anwar Chowdhury a former Office Secretary of 
the party also accompanied the leaders from Delhi though he was not a member 
of the delegation. 


Mr Mohiuddin Ahmed and Syed Zohra Tajuddin--two other members of the presidium 
stayed back in New Delhi. 


Talking to newsmen at the Kurmitola International Airport Mr Abdul Malek Ukil 
said that Sheikh Hasina would herself announce the date of her return. 


Mr Malek Ukil said that ‘Sheikh Hasina is a hundred per cent Bangladeshi.' 

He said that the members of the party presidium and secretariat moved to Delhi 
where Sheikh Hasina is on political asylum to apprise her of the party council 
decisions and also the party organisational and constitutional matters. 


Replying to a question Mr Malek said that they had no meeting with Indian lead- 
ers. He said “we went to meet our party Chairman exclusively.” 


Mr Malek ruled out the possibility of any interference by the Indian Government 
on Sheikh Hasina's return to Bangladesh. He said that she was free to return. 
Mere formalities would be required for her return he said replying to a question. 


He said that Dr Wazed the nuclear physicist husband of Sheikh Hasina would not 
interfere in her decisions. Dr Wazed is a "very important figure in India. 
He has earned much fame in his field there" he said. 


Mr Malek said “we have formally handed over the charge of the party 
chairmanship to Sheikh Hasina. He had meetings with her at her residence he 


said. 


10 














Mr Abdur Rageak said “Sheikh Hasina has heartily accepted the decisions of the 
party council] meetings." We said replying to a question of news men "I don't 

think her staying in India on asylum will create any problem for her return to 
the country.” 


Mr Tofael Ahmed said that she is holding a Bangladeshi passport and she is plan- 
hing to return soon. 


Mr Abdur Razzak said “we have requested Sheikh Hasina on behalf of the people 
and party to return to the country.” Mr Rageak who etayed in Lodhi Hotel in 
New Delhi said that the party leadera stayed separately in different places. 


Mr Tofael Ahmed said that it was “absolutely false that they met Indian leaders 
during their stay there." 


Mr Malek said that they did not even have chance of meeting with Chittaranjan 
Sutar a former MP, Mr Kader Siddiqui and Mr Manabendra Narayan Larma. He 
said that the return of Sheikh Hasina would not require any concurrence of 
Indian Government. When asked where the AL leaders stayed in Delhi he said 
some stayed at the residence of Sheikh Hasina and some stayed in hotels. 


Mr Ragzak said that Syeda Zohra Tajuddin and Mr Mohiuddin have gone to Ajmeer. 
A group of party workers and leaders were at the airport to receive the leaders. 


Later in a telephonic interview Mr Malek told OBSERVER that three probable 
dates for Hasina's home-coming came up for consideration in their meeting in 
New Delhi. The dates are March 7, March 17 and March 25. He said details vere 
now being worked out in Delhi Hasina who has been living in Delhi for some years 
would have to wind up her house in Delhi where her husband Mr Wazed is at the 
moment awaiting a doctorate degree. Physist [as published) Mr Wazed has sub- 
mitted a six-hundred page thesis and very hopeful of getting recognition of 

his valuable work Mr Malek said. 


The two children of Hasina--Joy and Putul--are also in school in Delhi. Mr 


Malek was not sure whether Hasina Sheikh would go to London prior to her pro- 
posed return to Bangladesh. 


cSO: 4220 
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MUSLIM LEAGUE HEAD CONCERNED OVER HASINA REMARKS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 8 Mar 81 p 3 


[Text] Khan A. Sabur President Bangladesh Muslim League (Sabur) on Friday ex- 
pressed his concern over the recent statement of Sheikh Hasina, President 
Bangladesh Awami League who is now living in India. 


Terming the statement as irresponsible he said that the patriotic people of the 
country viewed the indication givenby Sheikh Hasina that "it necessary she would 
seek help from Indian Government to fight against the present Bangladesh Govern- 
ment” as an unholy sign indicating that she was again going to sell out the in- 
dependence of Bangladesh to India. 


Khan A. Sabur said that nobody expected such an irresponsible statement from 
the President of a party like Awami League which was an organisation with a 
tradition. 


He said that seeking of help from a big neighbour to uproot a legitimate govern- 
ment of an independent and sovereign country was contrary to any international 
law. 


Khan A. Sabur said that Sheikh Hasina had lost her parents and other relatives 
through a painful political tragedy. Being in a state of deep shock, what she 
said was full of unreasonable emotion instead of political maturity and 
patriotism. Such statements would give rise to reaction even among patriotic 
Awami Leaguers he said. 


He urged Sheikh Hasina to withdraw the statement keeping in mind the indepen- 
dence of the country and the welfare of the people. 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


STRANDED PAKISTANIS SEEK CITIZENSHIP COMMISSION 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 15 Mar 81 p 12 


[Text] The Stranded Pakistanis General Repatriation Committee (SPGRC) has 
called for setting up of a three-member Joint Commission comprising three 
judges of Supreme Court or High Courts one each from India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh to decide the question of citizenship of the three hundred thousand 
stranded Pakistanis in Bangladesh. 


In a statement to the Press on Saturday, Mr M. Nasim Khan, Chief Patro of 
SPGRC Dacca said "as far as we are concerned the three hundred thousand 
Pakistani Muslims stranded in Bangladesh are basically, technically, legally 
and fundamentally Pakistanis." 


He referred to the Simla Pact (1972) the tripartite Delhi agreements of 1972, 
1974 and the tripartite partition agreement of 1947 in this regard. 


Mr Nasim Khan refuted the recent contention of the Pakistani Ambassador to 


New Delhi that "the three hundred thousand Pakistanis stranded in Bangladesh 
were not legally Pakistanis." 


cso: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


REPORT ON BANGLADESH-TURKISH 11 MARCH COMMUNIQUE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 12 Mar 81 p 1 


[Text] Bangladesh and Turkey have agreed to explore possibilities of joint 
ventures in various sectors according to a joint communique issued in Dacca 
on Wednesday, reports BSS. 


The joint communique, issued at the end of the four-day visit to Bangladesh of 
Turkish Foreign Minister Ilter Turkmen, said that the two sides had expressed 
satisfaction at the progress in the development of mutual economic cooperation 
and agreed to continue cooperation in all fields in future. 


Foreign Minister Prof. Shamsul Huq and his Turkish counterpart, the joint com- 
munique said, have stressed the need for widening and expanding the areas of 
mutual cooperation and exploring the possibility of increasing volume of trade 
and commerce between the two countries. In this context, they decided to take 
immediate measures for setting up a jute centre in Istanbul. 


The Turkish Foreign Minister, who visited Bangladesh at the invitation of 
Foreign Minister Prof. Muhammad Shamsul Huq called on President Ziaur Rahman 
and Prime Minister Shah Azizur Rahman and visited the Ataturk High School at 
Feni, Noakhali. 


While reviewing existing bilateral relations the two Foreign Ministers reaffirmed 
their mutual desire to expand areas of cooperation in all fields, beneficial to 
both countries. 


A cultural agreement which was signed during the visit provides for exchange 
of scientists, teachers, students and cultural delegations to further consoli- 
date their existing ties of cooperation in the field of education and culture, 
the joint communique said. 


The Turkish Minister was also briefed on the Bangladesh's Second Five-Year Plan 
and its objectives. The communique said that Mr Turkmen expressed his apprecia- 
tion on the objectives of the Second Five-Year Plan and lauded the development 
efforts under way in the country. 


Plea for More OIC Cooperation 





Foreign Ministers of Bangladesh and Turkey on Wednesday called for closer co- 
operation among the member countries of the Organisation of Islamic Conference 
in political economic and cultural fields. 


14 





In a joint communique issued ac the end of the four-day visit of Turkish 
Foreign Minister Llter Turkmen to Bangladesh both sides stressed the need for 
unity and solidarity among Muslim countries and expressed profound satisfac- 
tion at the outcome of third Islamic summit and the Mecca Declaration. 


The communique said: The two Foreign Minister reaffirmed their determination 
to cooperate closely for speedy realisation of the objectives and decisions 
of the Islamic Conference. 


Reviewing global political situation, the two Foreign Ministers underscored 

the importance of increasing efforts by all countries for promoting and strength- 
ening solidarity and harmony in the world in general and Islamic countries in 
particular, They also reaffirmed their  ommitment to the principles and objec- 
tives of the United Nations Charter and che Organisation of Islamic Conference. 


The two Foreign Ministers reaffirmed their unequivocal support for the estab- 
lishment of a zone of peace in the Indian Ocean and its natural extensions and 
recalled the decision of the Third Islamic Summit Conference to the effect that 
safeguarding security and stability of the Gulf regions is the responsibility 
of Gulf states only. 


They also exchanged views on the Cyprus question and expressed the hope that 
on-going negotiations between the two communities in Cyprus would lead to a 
peaceful and mutually acceptable solution of the problem. 


Turkish Foreign Minister Mr Ilter Turkmen left Dacca on Wednesday for Kuala 
Lampur at the end of a four-day official visit to Bangladesh. 


He was seen off at the airport by Foreign Minister Prof. Shamsul Huq, Foreign 
Secretary S.A.M.S. Kibria senior officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Turkish diplomats in Bangladesh were also present. 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


GOOD BANGLADESH-TURKISH RELATIONS UNDERLINED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 11 Mar 81 p 6 
[Editorial] 


[Text] Mr Ilter Turkmen, the Turkish Foreign Minister, is in the city. The 
talks he had with Prof. M. Shamsul Huq, his counterpart, were held in an atmo- 
sphere of friendship and cordiality. A spokesman of the Foreign Office remarked 
that the atmosphere was symbolic of the relationship that existed between the 
two countries. 


These relations are not new. These, any student of history would recall, are 
based on both feelings of religion and sentiments of nationalism. To these 

have been added forces from other areas: cultural relations have been strengthened 
over time and trade relations have grown. The visit of the Turkish Foreign 
Minister revives many a memory. There can be no doubt that the two countries 
would continue to come still closer to each other in future. 


The two Foreign Ministers have reviewed the international situation. The Middle 
East, Afghanistan and the Indian Ocean have been discussed. The key element in 
the stand Bangladesh has taken on these is insistence on peace, acceptance of 
the just and legitimate demands of the people, and non-interference and non- 
intervention in the internal affairs of a nation. These are principles which 
would have a clear and positive bearing on the efforts that a nation makes to 
attain progress and prosperity. 


An agreement has been signed by Turkey and Bangladesh to promote technical and 
cultural cooperation between the two countries. The process of modernisation 
began in Turkey early this century. The process has been initiated in Bangla- 
desh, and there is much that Bangladesh can learn from the experience of Turkey. 
There is much that is common in the traditional social structure of the two 
countries. Turkey succeeded in suitably amending certain traditional values 
that posed a threat to technological transformation and consequently to the 
social changes that accompany such transformation. Hers is an example of a 
happy blending of traditional and modern forces, old and new values. Social 
values in Bangladesh too are changing. This transition must be smooth and 
spontaneous. Strengthening of the cultural ties between the two countries 
would help Bangladesh in the efforts she has now mounted to bring about social 
changes aimed at modernization and attainment of total welfare of the people. 
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The two Foreign Ministers have particularly emphasized the trade relations 
between the two countries. The scope for increasing the existing volume of 
trade between the two countries is indeed considerable. Bangladesh ir set- 
ting up a jute centre in Turkey. Turkey continues to export railway carriages 
to Bangladesh. These are only indicative of the areas on which cooperation 
between the two countries can be further expanded and strengthened. The two 
Foreign Ministers are reported to have directed the concerned officials to go 
into further details and explore the possibilities. These indeed are healthy 
signs. 


Bangladesh has decided to observe the birth centenary of Kamal Ataturk, Special 
commemorative stamps would be issued on the occasion. Seminars and symposia wou 
would be held, Kamal Ataturk is a legendary figure in Bangladesh. He is a sym- 
bol of mass awakening, national fervour and progress. It is good that his birth 
centenary is being observed in this country in a befitting manner. This would 
bring the two countries still closer to each other. On its own too, this is a 
worthwile exercise. 


A senior Turkish official, who was present during the press briefing remarked 
that the political relations between the two countries were excellent and the 
understanding between them deep. These indeed are. This is also evident from 
the tributes the Turkish Foreign Minister has paid to the dynamic leadership of 
President Ziaur Rahman. 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


INDIAN TRADE FAIR HEAD HOLDS PRESS CONFERENCE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 5 Mar 81 pp 1,12 


[Text] The Association of Indian Engineering Industry (AIEI) is willing to 
extend all-out support for the promotion of industrial cooperation arrange- 
ments and trade between Bangladesh and Indian engineering industry. The mem- 
bers of the AIEI are ready to participate and assist Bangladesh in the field 
of industrial and economic development. 


Stating this at a Press conference in Dacca on Wednesday, Mr Vinod L. Doshi, 
Chairman Trade Fair Committee of AIEI said that the purpose of the first ever 
Indian engineering trade fair in Dacca was to bridge the communications gap 
between India and Bangladesh and to promote joint ventures, export import, pro- 
jects and buy-back arrangements. The weeklong fair which began at the premises 
of Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy on Monday last has been designed to project 
Indian engineering capability in the small, medium and large-scale sectors, he 
added. 


The Chairman of the Trade fair Committee observed that India had acquired exper- 
ience and expertise in the field of the engineering industry sector over the last 
two and a half decades and the developments and expansion of this industrial 
sector in India over the period had been quite a commendable one. He felt that 
Indiv's experience and technical know-how were of much relevance to countries 
like Bangladesh and other developing countries in their efforts to solve the 
problems of growth and development. 


Mr Doshi noted that the engineering trade fair sponsored by the AIEI in Dacca 
had already evoked a great deal of “very encouraging" response from the people 
in Bangladesh. The participants in the fair have received a large number of 
queries from trade and industry circles in the country and such queries showed 
remarkably well the keen interest of potential Bangladeshi partners in joint 
coliaboration arrangements with AIEI in the engineering sector, he added. 


The newsmen at the Press conference were taken around the different stalls and 
pavillions put up by the members of the AIEI at the trade fair. Over 50 mem- 
bers of the AIEI are taking part in the fair. The exhibits at the fair give a 
visitor a broad idea about the industrial development activities in India, par- 
ticularly in the engineering sector. Indian efforts at technological advancement 
and developing appropriate technology with the active support of the Indian 
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Government through figorous import=substitution programme dating backing 

to early fifties are well evident in the wide range of engineering goods and 
industrial products which have been put for display at different atalle in 
the fair. [as published) 


In a4 etall at the trade fair | saw motorised cycles assembled in Bangladesh 
be Moped Limited in collaboration with the Moped India Limited. [as published] 


The producers say that the eycle rune 200 miles per gallon. It has an addi- 
tional facility of pedal system in case of sudden shortage of fuel, 


C80: 4220 
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JOURNALISTS UNION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 9 Mar 81 p 8 


[Text] The two-day meeting of the Executive Committee of Bangladesh Federal 
Union of Journalists ended in Khulna on Friday night, reports BSS. 


The meeting in a resolution called upon the Government and newspapers owners 
to immediately fulfill the eight-point demands of BFUJ. The meeting adopted 
elaborate programme for movement in support of the eight-point demands. 


The demands include withdrawal of Disturbed Areas Bill and repeal of all black 
lawe, formation of Press Commission, dissolution of Management Board, formation 
of separate wage board for the journalists, introduction of house rent ceiling, 
night allowance, implementation of agreed minutes in all newspapers and strict 
adherence to newspaper employees condition of service act. 


The meeting in another resolution expressed strong resentment at the increasing 
pressure from Government owners and other quarters against objective coverage 
of news and pledged to carry the struggle for freedom of Press. 


In another resolution the FEC expressed grave concern over recent tendency on 
the part of certain newspaper management to harass, victimise and arbitrarily 
change the service condition of the journalists. The FED viewed this as threat 
to the “security of the working journaliete." 


The management of ITTEFA® recently transferred Mr Sultan Ahmed, Sub-Editor to 
general section, DAINIK DESH management remove Mr Borhan Ahmed from the post 
of News Editor and unilaterally transferred him to editorial section. The FEC 
considered these actions as victimisation. 





In the face of bold and timely action by Dacca Union of Journalists, ITTEFAQ 
management had withdrawn their illegal orders. 


The FEC while condemning the action taken by the DESH management against Mr 
Rorhan Ahmed demanded its immediate withdrawal. 


The FEC viewed with grave concern that editorial institution is being tempered 
continually which is impeding the growth of health journalism. The “editorial 
authority in the Government-owned newspaper is being undermined through inter- 
ference from the authorities and the "Managing Board while in the non-Government 
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the ownership one has become the criterion for editorship. Only recently a 
non= journalists was appointed the editor of a Government=-owned newspaper which 
amounted to “violation of" editorial inatitution. [as published] 


GPU) asserte that the union will continue to fight for sanctity and integrity 
of editorial inatitution the interest of freedom of Press. The meeting urged 
the Government to help small newspaper through evolving a rationale advertise~ 
ment policy. 


The meeting also called upon concerned authorities to accept the six-point 
demande of Chittagong Union of Journalists, 


C80: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTER SPEAKS TO DACCA PRESS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 11 Mar 81 pp 1, 12 


|Excerpt] Turkish Foreign Minister Mr Llter Turkmen said in Dacca on Tuesday 
that hie visit would further consolidate friendship between the two brotherly 
countries and would expand the areas of cooperation. 


Addressing a Press conference on Tuesday at state guest house Mr Turkmen said 
that his vieit was very useful and he had fruitful exchange of views on bilat~- 
eral and regional issues. He was happy at the warm reception given by the 
children and other people, at Kamal Ataturk School at Feni where he paid a 
visit on Tuesday. He noted that the friendship between Bangladesh and Turkey 
was deep rooted and he was overwhelmed by the friendly gesture of the people 
of Bangladesh. He expressed his hope that the cooperation between Bangladesh 
and Turkey would grow further. 


Mr Turkey said that during his visit here he had signed a cultural and technical 
cooperation agreement. 


Replying to a question Mr Turkmen said that he had discussed the development 
of the Iran-Iraq war with his Bangladesh counterpart. He said that Iran had 
not yet communicated in writing their condition and this was expected on Tues- 
day. He informed that Bangladesh and Turkey were the members of a committee 
set up by the peace mission to assist the two warring sides in ceasefire. 


Supplementing the statement Prof. Shameul Huq, Bangladesh Foreign Minister who 
was present at the Press conference said that the peace mission worked with a 
package formula and there was scope for discussion. 


Mr Turkmen told a questioner that Turkey had the identical stand as to what 
Bangladesh was pursuing on Afghanistan issue. He said that his country demanded 
withdrawal of foreign troops from Afghanistan. 


Replying to another question Turkish Foreign Minister said that the jute centre 
set up in Turkey was the beginning of the joint venture and his country was 
importing jute worth 25 million U.S. dollars. He said that the bilateral co- 
operation between the two countries would increase further in the coming days. 


Mr Turkmen welcomed the Bangladesh proposal for South-Asian forum and said it 
was an imaginative idea. He expressed his hope that it would succeed. 
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Eariier Prof. Shameul Huq, introducing the Turkish Foreign Minister said that 
Mr Turkmen was the firet Turkish Poreign Minister to visit Bangladesh, He 
further said that hie visit had coincided with the birth centenary of Kamal 
Ataturk, Bangladesh would aleo celebrate the birth centenary of Kamal 
Ataturk, 


Prof. Shameul Huq said that the visit of Mr Turkmen would further consolidate 
the friendship between che two very friendly countries. 


C80: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


TEXT OF GOVERNMENT ORDINANCE ON PRIMARY EDUCATION 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 7 Mar 61 pp 1,8 


[Text] The Government on Friday promulgated an ordinance providing for better 
organisation of primary education md efficient administration and management 
of primary schools, reports BSS. 


The ordinance to be called "the Primary Education Ordinance, 1981," provides for 
formation of local education authorities for each local area, an executive com- 
mittee for each authority and managing committee for each primary school. 


Primary school teachers and employees under the ordinance will be Government 
servants. It said “for the removal of doubts, it is hereby declared that all 
persons serving in a primary school as teachers or other employees shall be 
Government servants." 


The following is the text of the ordinance: 
The Primary Education Ordinance, 1981 
Ordinance No II of 1981--An Ordinance 


To provide for the better organisation of primary education and efficient ad- 
ministration and management of the affairs of primary schools. 


WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for better organisation of primary education 
and efficient administration and management of the affairs of primary schools; 


AND WHEREAS Parliament is not in session and the President is satisfied that 
circumstances exist which render immediate action necessary; 


NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (1) of article 93 
of the Constitution, the President is pleased to make and promulgate the follow- 
ing Ordinance:-- 


1. Short title and commencement--(1) This Ordinance may be called the Primary 
Education Ordinance, 1981. 


(2) It shall come into force on such date as the Government may, by notifica- 
tion in the official Gazette, appoint. 
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2. Definitions,.=--In this Ordinance, unless there is anything repugnant in the 
subject of context,=-= 


(a) “Authority” means a Local Education Authority constituted under this 
Ordinance; 


(b) “local area” means a subdivision and includes the municipalities of Dacca, 
Chittagong, Khulna and Rajshahi; 


(c) “managing committee" means a primary school managing committee constituted 
under this Ordinance; 


(d) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Ordinance; 


(e) “primary school” means a primary school established or maintained by the 
Government. 


3. Local Education Authorities.--(1) There shall be a Local Education Author- 
ity for each local area, 


(2) Each Authority shall consist of the following members, namely:-- 


(a) The Sub-divisional Officer having jurisdiction in the local area, ex-officio, 
who shall also be its Chairman; 


(b) the Chairman of the Thana Development Committees in the local area, 
ex-officio; 


(ce) the Chairman of the Pourashavas in the local area, ex-officio; 


(d) the Assistant Engineer of Primary Education Development Projects having 
jurisdiction in the local area, ex-officio; 


(e) the Primary Education Officer having jurisdiction in the local area, ex- 
officio, who shall also be its Secretary; 


(f) one Thana Education Officer of the local area to be nominated by the 
Government ; 


(g) one person interested in education to be nominated by the Government from 
each thana in the local area; 


(h) one teacher of a primary school to be elected in the prescribed manner by 
the teachers of primary schools in each thana in the local area. 


(1) one Gram Prodhan of Swanirvar Gram Sarker to be elected in the pre- 
scribed manner by the Gram Prodhans of each thana in the local area; 


(j) one woman member from each thana to be nominated by the Government: 
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Provided that in the case of the Authority for the municipality of Dacca, 
Chittagong, Khulna or Rajshahi-- 


(i) the Chairman of the Authority shall be appointed by the Government; 

(ii) there shall be no members under clauses (a), (b) and (i); 

(iii) such number of commissioners of the Corporation or Pourashava, not ex- 
ceeding one third of their total number to be elected in the prescribed aanner 
by the Corporation or Pourashava, as may be fixed by the Government shall also 
be members of the Authority. 


(3) Each Authority shall elect from among its members a Vice-Chairman in such 
manner as may be prescribed. 


(4) The Secretary of an Authority shall be its chief executive officer. 


(5) A member of an Authority, other than an ex-officio member, shall hold 
office for a term of four years. 


4. Executive Committee.--(1) There shall be an Executive Committee for each 
Authority. 


(2) An Executive Committee shall consist of the following members, namely: -- 
(a) the Chairman of the Authority, who shall also be its Chairman; 

(b) the Secretary of the Authority, who shall also be its Secretary; 

(c) the member of the Authority mentioned in section 3(2)(d); 


(d) one member to be elected by the Authority from among the members mentioned 
in section 3(2)(b); 


(e) one member to be elected by the Authority from among members mentioned 
in section 3(2)(g); 


(f) one member to be elected by the Authority from among the members mentioned 
in section 3(2)(h); 


(g) one member to be elected by the Authority from among the members men- 
tioned in section 3(2)(i); 


Provided that in the case of the Executive Committee for the Authority of the 
municipality of Dacca, Chittagong, Khulna or Rajshahi-- 


(i) there shall be no members under clauses (d) and (g); 


(ii) two members shall be elected by the Authority from among the members 
mentioned in clause (iii) of the proviso to section 3(2). 
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(3) The election of the members under clauses (d), (e), (f) and (g) of, and 
clause (iii) of the proviso to, sub-section (2) shall be held in such manner 
as may be prescribed, 


(4) The minutes of every meeting of the Executive Committee shall be laid 
before the Authority for information at ite meeting next following the meeting 
of the Committee. 


(5) Subject to the general or special directions of the Authority, the Exe- 
cutive Committee may deal with any matter within the competence of the 
Authority, 


5. Meetings--(1) No business of an Authority or of an Executive Committee 
shall be transacted except at a meeting at which a quorum of fifteen members 

in the case of the Authority and three members inthe case of the Executive Com- 
mittee is present. 


(2) The meetings of the Authority or of the Executive Committee shall be 
held at such times and places as may be determined by its Secretary in consul- 
tation with its Chairman, 


(3) All meetings of the Authority or of the Executive Committee shall be 
presided over by its Chairman or, in the absence of the Chairman:-- 


(a) by its Vice-Chairman, in the case of the Authority; and 


(b) by a member authorised by the Chairman, in the case of the Executive 
Committee. 


(4) At the meetings of the Authority or of the Executive Committee each mem- 
ber shall have one vote and, in the event of equality of votes, the person 
presiding shall have a second or casting vote. 


(5) No act or proceeding of the Authority or of the Executive Committee shall 
be invalid merely on the ground of existence of any vacancy in or any defect 
in the conetitution of the Authority or of the Committee as the case may be. 


6. Functions of Authorities (1) Subject to rules made and directions issued 
by the Government in this behalf each Authority shall-- 


(a) appoint teachers and other employees for primary schools post, promote 
and transfer teachers and other employees of primary schools and take disci- 
plinary action against them in accordance with the Government Servants (Dis- 
cipline and Appeal) Rules, 1976; 


(b) prepare development schemes and submit them to the Government for approval 
and execute them after such approval; 


(c) supervise the functioning of primary schools; 
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(d) prepare annual budget and submit it to the Government for approval; 


(e) establish primary schools with the prior approval of the Government; 


(f) maintain primary school premises and provide them with all necessary 
facilities; 


(g) regulate the work of primary school teachers; 

(h) conduct primary school final examinations and award certificates; 
(h) award scholarships. 

7. Powers of Government:--(1) The Government shall-- 

(a) formulate overall policy relating to primary education; 


(b) prescribe curriculum and syllabi for primary education and standard of 
education and examination for primary school students; 


(c) approve textbooks for primary education; 


(d) determine by rules the methods of recruitment of primary school teachers 
and the terms and conditions of their service; 


(e) make all payments in respect of pay, allowance, pension, gratuity and 
other a fits payable to a primary school teacher or employee [as published]; 


(f) sanction primary schools and posts of primary school teachers; 


(g) provide funds for establishment maintenance and development of primary 
schools. 


(6) The Government may transfer a primary school teacher from one local area 
to another local area. 


8. Funds of Authorities--(1) Each Authority shall have its own Fund which 
shall comprise-- 


(a) funds provided by the Government under Section 7 (g); 
(b) donations and endowments; 
(c) receipts from such other sources as may be approved by the Government. 


(2) The fund of an Authority shall be administered in such manner as the 
Government may direct. 


9. Audits and accounts--(1) Each Auchority shall maintain its accounts in 
such manner as the Government may direct. 
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(2) The accounts of the Authority shall be audited by the Comptroller and 
Auditor-General in such manner as he deems fit, 


(3) The Comptroller and Auditor-General shall, as soon as possible after the 
completion of the audit send to the Authority his audit report and the Author- 
ity shall torward it with its comments thereon, to the Government. 


LO, Delegation of powers=--Each Authority may, by general or special order, 
delegate to its Chairman or Secretary any of its functions subject to such con- 
ditions as it may think fit to impose. 


ll. Supersession of Authorities--(1) If at any time it appears to the Govern- 
ment that an Authority has fatled to exercise the powers or perform the functions 
conferred upon it by or under this Ordinance, the Government may by notification 
in the official Gazette, supersede the Authority for such period not exceeding 
four years as may be specified in the notification. 


(2) On the publication of a notification under sub-section (1)-- 


(a) the persons holding office as Chairman, Secretary and members of the Author- 
ity shall cease to hold office; and 


(b) all powers and functions of the Authority shall, during the period of 
supersession, be exercised and performed by such person in the service of the 
Republic as the Government may appoint in this behalf, as if such person were 
the Authority. 


(3) The Authority shall be reconstituted in accordance with the provisions of 
this Ordinance for the exercise of its powers and performance of its functions 
on the expiry of the period specified in the notification under sub-section 
(1). 


22. [as published] Primary school teachers and employees Government servants.-- 
For the removal of doubts it is hereby declared that all persons serving in a 
primary school as teachers or other employees shall be Government servants. 


13. Primary School Managing Committees.--(1) There shall be managing commit- 
tee for each primary school. 


(2) A managing committee shall consist of-- 


(a) the Cram Prodhan of Swanirvar Gram Sarkar of the area where the school is 
situated, ex officio; 


(b) the head teacher of the school, ex-officio, who shall also be its Secre- 
tary; 


(c) two persons interested in education to be nominated by the Thana Educa- 
tion Officer; 
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(d) one donor to be nominated by the Thana Education Officer; 
(e) one benefactor to be no. Thana Education Officer; [as published] 


(f) one woman member of the Gram Sarkar to be nominated by the Thana Educa- 
tion Officer; 


(g) one representative of the teachers of the school to be elected from among 
themselves; 


(h) four representatives of the parents and guardians of the students of the 
school to be elected from among themselves. 


Provided that in the case of the managing committee of a primary school situated 
in the municipality of Dacca, Chittagong, Khulna or Rajshahi-- 


(i) there shall be no members under clauses (a) and (f); 


(ii) the commissioner of the Corporation or Pourashava from the ward where the 
school is situated shall be a member, ex-officio, of the committee; 


(iii) one woman commissioner of the Corporation or Pourashava, to be nominated 
by the Thana Education Officer, shall also be a member of the committee. 


(3) The members mentioned in clauses (g) and (h) of subsection (2) shall be 
elected in such manner as the Thana Education Officer may direct. 


(4) A managing committee shall elect from among its members a Chairman in such 
manner as the Thana Education Officer may direct. 


(5) A member of a managing committee, other than an ex-officio member, shall 
hold office for a term of four years. 


14. Functions of managing committees--Subject to the directions issued by the 
Authority concerned, a managing committee shall-- 


(a) manage the affairs of the school; 
(b) supervise the functioning of the school; 


(c) execute the development schemes in respect of the school if so required 
by the Authority concerned; 


(d) ensure regular attendance of students and teachers. 


15. Power to make rules--The Government may, by notification in the official 
Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Ordinance. 


16. Transfer of primary schools in Dacca Municipality to Government.--(1) 
Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time being in force, 
on the commencement of this Ordinance-- 
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(a) all primary schools in the Dacca Municipality and all their assets and 
property including lands, buildings and funds and all other rights and inter- 
ests in, or arising out of, such property, and all records and other documents 
of whatever nature relating thereto, shall stand transferred to, and vested in, 
the Government; 


(b) All persons serving in the said primary schools immediately before such 
commencement shall stand transferred to the Government and shall hold their 
service under the Government on the same terms and conditions as were applic- 
able to them immediately before the commencement of the Primary Schools (Trans- 
fer to Dacca Municipal Corporation) Act, 1980 (XLIII of 1980). 


(2) The Government may, for the purpose of removing any difficulty arising out 
of, or in connection with or in relation to, the transfer of the primary schools 
under sub-section (1), make such order as it considers expedient. 


17. Repeals--The Primary Schools (Transfer to Dacca Municipal Corporation) 
Act, 1980 (XLIII of 1980), and the Primary Education Ordinance, 1981 (I of 1981), 
are hereby repealed. 

Ziaur Rahman, BU, 


Lieutenant General. 
President 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


VICE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS TO MUSLIM EDUCATION PARLEY 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 7 Mar 81 pp 5,6 


[Inaugural address of Vice-President Justice Abdus Sattar at the Third World 
Conference on Muslim Education held in Dacca during week of 2 March 1981) 


[Text] The system of education of a society or a community is inseparably 
linked with the philosophy of life of that society or community. A look at 
the history of philosophy of education takes us into the arcana of the work- 
ings of the human spirit, up and down the ages, through the highways and bye- 
ways of civilisation. 


The lessons of this long history of philosophy of education are that any mean- 
ingful system of education must be based on a total and comprehensive life- 
view with proper justice to all the aspects of the human personality--body and 
mind, intellect and emotion, reason and intuition, esthetic sense and spiritual 
cravings, the scientific and the religious yearnings of man. 


In a word, a sound and sober philosophy of education must be attuned to the 
deepest throbbings of the human soul, catering at the same time to his prac- 
tical needs. Undue stress on any one particular aspect results in serious dis- 
disequilibrium of the human psyche, a dichotomy of the human soul. Such an 
unbalanced system has over and again resulted in lopsided development of one 
aspect to the detriment of the other, finally leading to the decay and disin- 
tegration of the society concerned. 


Recognition of Uniformity of Nature and its Laws--which is a direct corollary 
of belief in One God--and recognition of human dignity, of the individual are 
essential prerequisities for a successful and salutary system of education. 
One-sided emphasis on one aspect of the human mind to the utter negligence of 
the other and discrimination on grounds of birth or station in life, between 
Patricians and Plebians, between the Nobility and the Commonality, between 
Freemen and Serfs, which were the direct outcome of the failure to give recog- 
nition to the abovementioned principles, namely, oneness of Creator and of 
creation, uniformity of Nature and equality before the eye of law and respect 
for human individuality--were the inherent weakness of the philosophy of life 
and of education of the civilisations of Greece, Rome, ancient Egypt and India 
which, in spite of brilliant achievements in some fields, were found wanting 
in the scale of truth and justice and had to yield place to others. Early 
Christianity, that is, Christendom up to the pre-Reformation and pre-Renaissance 
period was hardly an exception to this. 
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It is a facet of history that in ne society before Ielam the complete and un- 
qualified recognition of the cardinal principles of unity of Creator and of 
ereation, uniformity Nature and of laws and importance of the particular and 
the individual was 4 reality, 


Ae 4 natural corollary to this, ne society before Islam could provide a total 
life=-view with a harmonious blending of the different aspects of the human per- 
sonality. in ne society before Islam education was 4 universal right=-it was 
unfortunately the exclusive privilege of the Clergy and the Nobility, 


Islam, based as it is on 4 total and comprehensive lLife-view made education, for 
the first time in history, not only the right but aleo the duty of every man and 
woman, irrespective of clase, rank or etation in life, "“Talabul ilma farizatun 
ala kulley Muslemin wa muslemtin”~-"Pursuit of knowledge is an obligatory duty 
of every believing man and woman"~-said the Holy Prophet (5M). Some critics 
eontend that by ILM or knowledge the Prophet (5M) meant Islamic theology. I 
would like to remind them that by knowledge, he did not mean merely theology, 
when he said in unambiguous terme “Utlubul imla wa lao kana be seen,” that is, 
"Pursue knowledge even if it be in China.” 


By restoring pure and unadulterated monotheiem, unity of Creator and of crea- 
tion by abolishing priesthood altogether, by banishing all distinctions between 
man and man, by establishing the dignity of man as the vice-gerent of God and 

by declaring that Allah has made subservient unto man all that is in the Heavens 
and the Earth, by giving proper recognition to all the aspects of the human 
mind, by removing the conflict between matter and spirit, between intellect 

and emotion, reason and revelation, between thie worldliness and other-world- 
liness, between science and religion, between matter and spirit in a word by 
giving a total life-view, Islam laid the basis of a truly scientific and demo- 
cratic philosophy of education. 


Allah says “Laqad khalaknal insana fi aheane taqeem"~--"We have created man in 
the beet of forms. (Al-Quran Sura Teen: 3). And aleo “Verily we have honoured 
the children of Adam. We carry them on the land and the sea and have made 
provision of good things for them and have preferred them above many of those 
whom we created with a marked preferment.” (Al-Quran, Sura Bani Israel: 70) 


Islam freed the mind of man from the shackles of superstition, from the dark 
dread of unseen beings, and liberated unbounded energy and true scientific 
spirit by declaring man as the Khalifa or representative of God on earth. In 
Sura Luqman it is said “Seest thou not that Allah hath made subservient unto 
you whatsoever is in the skies and whatsoever is in earth and has loaded you 
with his favours both without and within?” Allah has aleo declared, “He unto 
whom scientific wisdom is given hath truly received abundant good" (Al-Quran 
Sura Al-Anam: 289). 


Al-Ouran repeatedly aske man to reflect on the order and harmony of creation 
and to carry on enquiry and research into its secrets. 


in fact Al-Quran pute modern scientific knowledge to shame when it declared 
thirteen hundred years before man acquired the skill of crossing the gravi- 
tational zones between the earth and other heavenly bodies, that man may cross 
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them with authority, "O company of men and jin; if we wish to penetrate the 
furthest regions of the heavens and the earth, then penetrate them, Ye will 
never penetrate except with authority” (Al-Quran Sura Ar-Rahman: 33), 


| think | need not dwell at length upon the elaborate teachings of Al-Quran 
which all of you are well aware of, What I want to stress here is the fact 
that a8 4 religion lelam for the firat time preached a liberal scientific 
spirit combined with the realisation of the dignity and higher destiny of 

man, Al-Quran opened before the eyes of man the endless prospect of unlimited 
progress, "O man, ye will journey on from plane to plane ( Al-Quran Sura 
Al-ineshiqaq: 19), 


Real social and spiritual democracy and scientific epirit are the essence of 
the teachings of Islam. It was this teaching which inspired the Muslims to 
build a magnificent civilisation, which according to objective assessment by 
historians, surpassed that of ancient Rome in animation and variety and all 
its predecessors in comprehensiveness. According to historians like William 
Draper intellectual development of Burope was largely due to the influence of 
Islam, which was a major factor behind the European Renaissance. 


in the words of a historian, "Although there is not a single aspect of European 
civilisation in which the influence of Islam is not traceable, nowhere is it so 
Clearly manifest as in the genesis of that power which constitutes the chief 

source of ite strength and permanent weapon of its victory, namely, the scien- 
tific spirit and love for the natural sciences" (Briffault: Making of History). 


I cannot check the temptation of quoting here the inimitable words of Carlyle 
“To the Arab nation it was a birth from darkness into light. A Hero Prophet 
was sent down to them with a word they could believe. Within one century 
afterwards Arabia is at Granada on one hand, to Delhi on the other; glancing 
in valour and splendour and the light of genius.” 





The rational and liberal spirit of Islam enabled the Muslims to build a bril- 
liant electric civilisation by taking what was good in other cultu~es and 
transforming it by the alchemy of their genius. The splendour of the many- 
coloured tapestry of Islamic civilisation woven by the Muslim has been rightly 
regarded by historians as the amazing miracle of the Middle Ages, Al-Farabi, 
Al-Razi, Ibnme Sina, Al-Gazzali, Ibne Ruehd, Omar Khayyam, Al-Beruni, lbne 
Khaldun, to name only a few, are among the galaxy of luminaries in the intellec- 
tual firmament of the Middle Ages, who stood by the cradle of modern science 
and eventually led to the intellectual reawakening of the west through Reforma- 
tion and Renaissance. 


The distinguishing feature of Muslim philosophy of life and of education was 
the perfect synthesis between the material and the spiritual, the intellectual 
and the emotional, the scientific and the moral aspirations of man. By a curi- 
ous quirk of history the decay of Islamic civilisation was almost synchronous 
with the splitting up of this comprehensive life-view and the divergence of 
this single current into separate streams of temporal and spiritual, intellec- 
tual and mystical pursuits. In other words, unlike the cases of other civili- 
sations, the decay of Islamic civilisation was the result of deviation from 








its own composite and aynthetic philosophy of Life, As soon as the organic 
vitality of the system was sapped due to the falling apart of the different 
elements, it gave in to despair and pessimiem, its bubbling energy being 
lost in the dreary desert of mextal atupor and torpor, falling an easy prey 
to alien domination, 


Needless to mention, during centuries of colonial rule we were subjected to 
4 pattern of education designed primarily to perpetuate the hold of Imperial 
rulers. We were tied too tightly to the steel-frame of foreign bureaucratic 
administration and were taught the arte of beiny successful clerks or quill- 
drivers of our foreign masterawithhardly any scope for access to the higher 
aciences, 


Things have since changed the call of rebuilding our destiny or restructuring 
our system of education has come. It is a stupendous task no doubt, but, I 
believe, the Muslim UMMAH has the vigour and the stamina to prove equal to it. 
lt is both a challenge and an opportunity to direct our energy to construc- 
tive channels and creative endeavours. 


We have to bring our system of education on modern scientific lines, keeping 

in view our own precious heritage, so that we can reap the benefits of modern 
science and technology and march forward on the road to progress and prosper- 
ity. At the same time we must dig deep into our valuable heritage and bring 
about a synthesis between technology and morality between science and religion-- 
a synthesis which has been the special characteristic of Islamic civilisation, 
as I have stressed earlier. While emphasising the importance of scientific 
pursuits again and again. Al-Quran always reminds us not to lose sight of the 
sense of purposiveness, of the corresponding moral obligations. 


Al-Quran says: "Khalak-ta haia batela, subhanaka, faquena azaba nnar,''--"Lo, 
in the creation of the heaven and the earth and in the difference of night and 
day are tokens for men of understanding who remember Allah, standing, sitting 
and reclining and reflect upon the creation of the heavens and the earth and 
say: Our Lord' Thou has not created all this in vain, Glory be to Thee’ Pre- 
serve us from the doom of Fire” (Al-Quran Sura Al-Impran: 190-191). 


While science can lead us on to material prosperity, it alone cannot ensure 
the total development of the human personality, the Summum Bokmum of our life, 
unless accompanied by moral and spiritual consciousness. So, Science and 
Morality should be the guiding principles of our system of education. At the 
same time, other Social Sciences and Humanities must receive their due share 
within the broad framework of a well-graded structure of education of which 
science and moral education would be the two most important pillars. 


It is a question of proper appointment of emphasis among the confusing medley 
of competing priorities which is characteristic of the development endeavours 
of the newly awakened countries of the Third World. We, in Bangladesh are sin- 
cerely trying in our humbleway to evolve a balanced system of education with 
proper emphasis on science, technology and morality. 
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I hope and believe, the distinguished delegates, scholars and educationists 
will address themselves to this task of proper apportionment of emphasis in 
the interest of evolving 4 sound sober system of education for the Muslim 
Community. 


In the past the comprehensive philosophy of life of lelam succeeded in effect= 
ing 4 synthesis between the different demands of the human mind, between the 
opposites and the extremes, Given the good will and sincerity of endeavours, 
the Muslim scholars and educationists can once again rise to the occasion and 
effect that much-needed synthesis. If we can do eo, we will render a real 
service not only to ourselves but to the entire world torn between conflicting 
ideologies, contending lems, cultural chaos and gasping for such a synthesis. 
Let us pool our resources and brains together to meet this challenge of the 
age, to evolve a sound and synthetic philosophy of life and of education. 


In spite of many Lapses and backslidings, in spite of the bogs and fences and 
ditches on its path, the caravan of the Muslim Ummah moves on. Signs of a new 
reawakening are clearly visible in the World of Islam today. The entire Muslim 
world from Morocco to Indonesia is in a new ferment, in the throes of a new 
birth. Across centuries of slumber the clarion call of Al-Quran echoes and 
re-echoes inviting us to be the best of communities leading mankind to all that 
is great and sublime. Allah has promised us the perfection of his Light even 
in the face of hostilities and obstacles. That light beckons us ahead. Let 
us bathe anew inthat celestial light, drink deep in the fountain of Al-Quasar, 
the perennial spring of real enlightenment, genuine peace, prosperity and moral 
power. 


cSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


SOVIET AMBASSADOR HOLDS DACCA PRESS CONFERENCE 
Dacea THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 13 Mar 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The Soviet Union will “consistently continue the policy of promoting 
cooperation with newly-free countries and consolidate the alliance of world 
socialiem and national liberation movement" the Soviet Ambassador in Bangla- 
desh V. P. Stepanov said in Dacca on Thureday, reports ENA. 


He was explaining salient features of the recently concluded 26th Congress of 
Soviet Communist Party in Moscow at a Press conference at the Soviet Cultural 


He said to ensure betterment of the peoples living condition the Soviet Union 
will “vigorously struggle to strengthen peace and deepen detente." 


Mr Stepanov made a pointed reference to Bangladesh and said the Soviet Union 
and other socialist countries have wide ranging mutually beneficial economic 
scientific technical and cultural cooperation with Bangladesh. 


In thie connection he said that his country has expanded trade and commercial 
transactions and also provided project assistance to Bangladesh to help her 
overcome economic difficulties. “We want further expansion of existing coopera- 
tion between the two countries,” he added. 


While explaining Soviet stand on Afghan iseve adopted at the 26th Communist 
Party Congress. Mr Stepanov quoted his President L. I. Brezhnev as saying that 
“we will be prepared to withdraw Soviet military contingent with the agreement 
of the Afghan Government." Before this is done he quoted Brezhnev as saying 
“the infiltration of counter revolutionary gangs into Afghanistan must be com- 
pletely stopped and dependable guarantee of non-interference must be there. 


Mr Stepanov, however, expressed his ignorance about the number of Soviet troops 
now in Afghanistan. 


On Sino-Soviet relationship the Soviet Ambassador quoting the speech of Mr 
Brezhnev said the proposal of his country for normalising relations with China 
remain in force. But he added if Soviet Chinese relations remain frozen, this 
is not because of our position. 
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Explaining Soviet relationship with Muslim countries, the Soviet Ambassador 
said, “we have every respect for the religious convictions of people professe- 
ing Ielam," but, he regretted many reactionary forces manipulate with lelamic 
slogans to incite counter revolutionaries he however said Soviet Union would 
welcome an early end to the Iran Iraq war and a political settlement of the 
conflict, 


Mr Stepanov said the speaking at the 26th Congress of the CPSU L. I. Brezhnev 
advanced a new expansion of the Peace Programme adopted by the 24th and 25th 
Congresses of the CPSU. Among them the prominent place belongs to concrete 
proposals for confidence building measures, implementation of which would put 
international relations on solid basis. The Soviet leader expressed prepared- 
ness of the USSR to continue negotiations with the USA on Limitation and reduc- 
tion of strategic armaments without any preconditions. No task is more impor- 
tant now on the international scale for our people and, for that matter for all 
the peoples of the world than to safeguard peace--emphasized L. I. Brezhnev in 
hie speech, The Soviet Union together with the fraternal socialist countries 
does ite utmost to secure the life of all mankind in warlesse world Mr Stepanov 
pointed out, 


C80: 4220 
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MUSLIM EDUCATION CONFERENCE ENDS IN DACCA 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 12 Mar 81 pp 1,8 


[Text] The Third World Conference on Muslim education concluded in Dacca on 
Wednesday with the adoption of a detailed set of recommendations for textbook 
development on Islamic conceptual basis. While suggesting the teaching of 
Islamic culture and civilisation at all stages of education in the Muslim 
World, the conference highlighted the need for textbook development as preven- 
tive of divisive influences and means of promoting unity and solidarity in the 
Islamic World. 


The Islamic echolars in the conference noted in their recommendation that the 
declaration of the Third Islamic Summit held in Mecca in January, ‘81 "to co- 
ordinate our efforts in the fields of education and culture so that we may draw 
on our religious and traditional sources in order to unite the Ummah, consoli- 
date its culture and strengthen ite solidarity, cleanse our societies of moral 
laxity and deviation of inculcating moral virtues, protecting our youth from 
ignorance and from exploitation of the material needs of some Muslims to alien- 
ate them from their religion” underlined the need for seeking the basic Islamic 
ideological assumptions for inspirational and intellectual guidance for the 
Muslim society. 


Prime Minister Shah Azizur Rahman who is holding the charge of the Ministry of 
Education presided over the concluding session of the Third World Conference on 
Muslim Education. 


In his presidential address, the Prime Minister observed that the dynamism of 
Islam as an ideology, providing a perfect synthesis between materialism and 
spiritualiem, between individualism and socialiem and between nationalism and 
internationalism must be understood, appreciated and comprehended in a proper 
perspective by the Muslim community to hasten the process for Islamisation of 
the educational processes in the Muslim World. He felt that time was ripe in 
the Islamic World to guard against all alien influences in the current phase 
of the wave of Islamic renaissance and revivalisn. 


The closin, on of the conference was also addressed by Prof Serajul Huq, 


Chairman of «. Institute of Islamic Education and Research, Dacca and Prof. 
Syed Ali Ashraf, Director-General, World Centre for Islamic Education. 
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in hie speech, the Prime Minister noted that the "“Vulgarities of seculariam" 
had polluted the thought processes of “our younger generation in particular" 
and stressed the need for lelamisation of education in the Muslim World in 
view of the fact that the education was the means through which the alien and 
the anti-Islamic forces had always sought to perpetuate their domination and 
to subvert the Islamic ideology. We recalled that the contributions of the 
Muslim scholars to the development of science and technology had been immense 
though out younger generation seemed to be ignorant about this. 


Shah Agiz assured the participants in the conference that their recommendations 
would receive due attention of the Government of Bangladesh in its present 
efforts to bring about the much-needed Islamisation in “our education system" 
he pointed out that faith in Almighty Allah is the basis of all our actions and 
recounted that President Ziaur Rahman had introduced the major constitutional 
amendment in this context which later received the massive popular endorsement 
in the country. The Jatiya Sangead had enacted a law for setting up an Islamic 
institute for education and research, he stated while adding that the efforts 
were currently on to set up an Islamic University in the country. 


The Prime Minister felt that the recommendations of the Muslim scholars in the 
meeting would be hailed by “our people who are very much Islamic-minded." He 
thanked the scholars for their strenuous efforts through week-long deliberations 
in the conference to formulate a detailed set of recommendations for textbook 
development in the light of the injunctions of the Holy Quran and the Sunnah. 





Recommendations 


BSS adds: The recommendations were made under five heads, namely, general prin- 
ciples, elementary, secondary, university and minority educations. 


The recommendations under the general principles said in order that proper 
textbooks are written basic ideological assumptions of the community are to be 
sought for inspirational and intellectual guidance these assumptions are derived 
in the Muslim community from the Holy Quran and Sunnah which are its sources 
and the legacy of the Islamic learning. 


The conference also suggested steps to be taken for implementing the recommen- 
dations: (A) it said the curriculum be placed on a new syllabus befitting the 
age group of each class in the school or college with ascending order of 

depth, scope and amount of reading and exercise material (B) an international 
committee of scholarly experts be formed by the world centre of Islamic Edu- 
cation, Mecca immediately to undertake the task of delienating the syllabus 
for each class year of commissioning the writing of new materials or selection 
of old materials, the presenting of teaching projects, exercises, supplementary 
readings and examinations, and of making the syllabus ready for adoption, trans- 
lation, and printing in the various Muslim countries. 


(C) Teacher training seminars be held across the Muslim World to acquaint the 
future teachers of the course with the materials and to give them the necessary 
orientation for successful implementation. 
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(D) That all these processes be repeated every year tothe end of preparing 
the syllabi until complete syllabi Cexthooks and teacher training are completed 
up to the graduation level, 


The conference dealt with different branches of knowledge expressing deep con- 
cern at the elimination of history and geography and introduction of social 
studies with irreligious concepts, it urged all Muslim states to retain and 
reintroduce history and geography in both modern and traditional syatema. 


About teaching of Literature, it recommended that the selection and prepara- 
tion of lessons be undertaken in such a manner that up to the early and secon- 
dary stage, Muslim life and culture and all the major ethical values of Islam 
are installed into the heart and soul of children. 


For social sciences, economics, civics, political science, sociology, etc. it 
recommended an integration of the teachings of Islam with the study of the social 
sciences in the textbooks to ensure development of analytical competence in 
students. 


The conference devoted considerable time to formulate the recommendations on 
teaching of sciences. At the primary level it recommended that the element of 
awe in Allah's creature as seen in the varieties, forms and figures, habitat 
and function of inanimate and living systems in the world should be reflected 
in the textbooks on environmental science which should arouse curiosity in 
young minds to know about the unknown. 


At the secondary level, the commandments of Allah for the pursuit of science, 
should be emphasized, and the contributions of the Muslim scientists in vari- 
ous branches should be highlighted. 


Science education at the university level should be of an inter disciplinary 
nature reflecting a unity among the apparently disjoined topics and demon- 
strating the stability considerations, minimization principles, etc. 


It said university science education should make the students wonder about the 
mastermindedness of the Almighty, the scheme of things, the order and harmony 
existing in the organization of matter, both at the microscopic as well as the 
macroscopic levels. A university student must be able to realize that being 
the viceregent of Allah, the scientific and technological progress of man is 
potentially limitless. The verses of the Holy Quran which deal with the mys- 
teries of creation of life and matter should be interpreted and encouragement 
of Allah for seeking scientific truth at the deepest levels be highlighted. 


The conference recommended that a curriculum and textbook development committee 
of not more than seven members drawn from different regions of Muslim World be 
set up by the World Centre of Islamic Education. 


The conference recommended that teaching of Arabic in non-Arabic speaking coun- 
tries should be encouraged and the medium of instruction and textbook for the 
primary and secondary stages should be the national language mother tongue as 
applicable to the country concerned. 
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The conference gave guidelines for developing and writing textbooks at the 
primary secondary and university levels. It asked the World Centre for Muslim 
Education to set up international committees of experts for different subjects 
and disciplines to prepare detailed syllabi to form the basis for the prepara- 
tion of commissioned textbooks. For reatructuring the university curriculum 
the conference reaffirmed the second world conferences division of all courses 
into “general islamic education" compulsory for all students and specialization 
in a branch of knowledge of a atudent's own choice. 


The conference called upon all-Muslim governments to immediately stop infiltra- 
tion of profane literature from external sources including blue films shown on 
imported VCRs. 


The conference noted that about 40 per cent of the believers of Islam live in 
countries where majority of the people are non Muslims and educational and cul- 
tural institutions run by non-Muslim majority, governments actively militate 
against the preservation of ideological and cultural identity of the Muslim 
minorities. At many places mosques and Quranic schools are closed down. The 
languages of Muslims are suppressed and their history and religious character 
are deformed or ridiculed. 


The conference recommended that Muslim minority educational institutions should 
institute educational programmes in Islamic thought and civilization for 
Muslim students at different levels. The focus of textbooks and supplementary 
reading materials should be developed consisting of the central themes of the 
Holy Quran and Sunnah and biography of the Prophet Muhammad (SM). The Muslim 
institutions in those countries should also operate in closest collaboration 
with the Muslim community organizations and centres. 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


INDIAN ENGINEERING TRADE FAIR OPENS IN DACCA 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 3 Mar 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Mr Jamaluddin Ahmed, Deputy Prime Minister in charge of the Ministry 
of Industries said in Dacca on Monday that Bangladesh believed in cooperation 
among the developing countries, particularly with the regional countries of 
South Asia in the field of technology. 


[naugurating an eight-day Indian Engineering Trade Fair at the premises of the 
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy, the Deputy Prime Minister said Bangladesh was 
committed to regional cooperation with the South Asian countries. 


The inaugural function was addressed by Chowdhury Tanbir Ahmed Siddiky, State 
Minister for Commerce, Mr Khurshed Alam Khan, State Minister for Commerce, 
Government of India, Mr M. Dubey, High Commissioner of India in Bangladesh, 
Mr Manmohan Singh, President of Association of the Indian Engineering Industry 
and Mr T. D. Sinha, Vice-President of AIEI. 


Mr Jamaluddin Ahmed said that Indian Engineering trade fair had been organised 
at a time when the speed of development in Bangladesh was gaining momentum. 


Appreciating the progress and growth of engineering industry of India the 
Bangladesh Deputy Prime Minister hoped that Bangladesh could be benefited from 
the technological growth of India and there was vast scope for technology trans- 
fer for the development of Bangladesh. 





Mr Jamaluddin Ahmed said that there were efforts in Bangladesh for rapid devel- 
opment in the field of industry, creation of jobs for the people and provision 
for the basic needs of life. 


He said that remarkable technological growth of India might help the Least 
Developing Countries. Bangladesh would be benefited by adopting the Indian 
technology. He hoped that the fair would facilitate Bangladeshi entrepreneures 
[as published] in planning their investment in the industrial sector. 


Speaking on the occasion, Mr Khorshed Alam Khan, Indian Minister of State for 
Commerce hoped that the fair would forge closer economic and technical coopera- 
tion between India and Bangladesh for mutual benefit. He said that the fair 
would further help both countries to expand and diversify their bilateral needs 
capabilities and potentialities. 


43 











Mr Khan said that there were several complementaries between the two countries 
and felt that the opportunities were wide open for utilizing these complemen- 
taries to mutual advantage. He said there were similarities in natural environ- 
ments, appropriateness of Indian technologies, facility for training and back-up 
support, versatility of Indian experience in industrialization and developmental 
priorities of the two countries. 


The Indian State Minister said that Indian industry could play a significant 
role in promoting small industries, modernising rehabilitation of old units 
as well as facilitate import substitution programme, transfer of know-how 
consultancy and managerial services. 


Mr Alam invited Bangladesh to participate in the international trade fair to be 
held in Delhi in December this year. 
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BANGLADESH 


ISLAMIC PARLEY CHAIRMAN TALKS TO PRESS IN DACCA 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 5 Mar 8l pp 1,12 


[Text] Deeply concerned over the growing impact of alien influence on the 
impressionable mind of students in the Islamic nations, the World Conference 
on Muslim Education has embarked upon the task of "Islamisation" of syllabus 
and curricula from the primary stage to the university level. 


This was divulged at a Press conference held at a local hotel on Wednesday by 
Sheikh Ahmed Salah Jamjoom Chairman of the Follow up Committee, First World 
Conference on Muslim Education, Dr Abdullah Omar Nasseef, President, King 
Abdulaziz University, Jeddah and Dr Syed Ali Ashraf. 


The Third World Conference on Muslim Education begins in the city today (Thurs- 
day). The first two conferences were held in Mecca in 1977 and in Islamabad 

in 1980. Sheikh Ahmed Salah Jamjoom who held twice ministerial positions in 
the Saudi cabinet is the principal initiator of the move. Sheikh Salah Jamjoom 
said the problems arising out of the import of ideas from the western world had 
to be confronted through disseminations of Islamic theories. 


He informed that the process of the Islamisation of education has progressed 
well during the past five years. 


Sheikh Jamjoom said the third conference beginning today would provide a 
proper guideline for the whole of the Muslim World. The proposals and recom- 
mendations arrived at the conference would be placed before the next Islamic 
Foreign Ministers' Conference for its approval. 





Dr Syed Ali Ashraf said the World Muslim Centre an agency of the Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference has already started collection of research works on 
various subjects by Muslim scholars all over the world. 


The World Muslim Centre is also making serious efforts at locating Muslim 
scholars around the globe. The centre would seek their assistance in the 
implementation of the task of "“Islamisation" of education. 


The Centre would also try to work out a common curricula but their acceptance 
would be left to the individual nation. 
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The following topics will be discussed at the conference by eminent scholars 
of the Muslim World, The topics are Islamic concepts and the modern society, 
education systems vis a vis other systems, Islam and the teaching of natural 
aciences, Islamic economic for a modern society. 


The conference jointly sponsored by Inatitute of Islamic Education and Re- 
search, Dacca and King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah will conclude in March ll, 


BSS. adds: Almost all the delegates from different parts of the world arrived 
in Dacca on Wednesday to attend the Third World Conference on Muslim Education 
beginning today (Thursday). 


The eminent scholars arrived on Wednesday are: Sheikh Ahmed Salah Jomjoom, 
Chairman of the Follow-up Committee, Dr Abdullah Omar Nasseef, President, 
King Abdul Aziz University Jeddah, Mr Hasan Dawood, Director Organisation of 
Islamic Conference, Dr Ahmed Mohiuddin Vice-Chancellor Allama Iqbal Open Uni- 
versity Pakistan, Dr Wasiullah Khan United States, Mr Jusuf Amir Feisal, 

Dr Jurnalis Uddin and Prof H. Ahmed Saad Ali, all from Indonesia, Dr Zaglul 
Naggar University of Petroleum Dahran and Dr Kamal Al-Bakir, Dr Mohammad Jamil 
Khavat Dr Mohammad Ismail Zafer and Syed Khursheed Alam from the King Abdul 
Aziz University of Saudi Arabia. 
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BANGLADESH 


JAMMAT CHLEF CALLS FOR LSLAMIC REVOLUTION 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 2 Mar 61 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Mer Abbas Ali Khan, Acting chief of the Jamaat~e-Islami, Bangladesh on 
Sunday called upon the people to launch a movement in support of his party's 
seven=point programme for Ielamic revolution to establish an Islamic republic 
in the country. 


Addressing a public meeting at the Baitul Mukarram Square he also called for 
the movement for what he said to save the nation from authoritarianiem and estab- 
lish democracy. 


Presided over by Mr Matiur Rahman Nijami Ameer of Dacca city Jamaat~-e-Islami 
the meeting was addressed by Maulana A K M Yusuf, Deputy Amir of the party, 
Mr Shameur Rahman, Secretary General and others. 


Fxplaining the seven-point programme for the ‘Islamic revolution’ he said that 
it would be peaceful and constitutional to overcome the crisis plaguing the 
nation. He claimed there was no democracy, fundamental rights and security of 
people in the country. 


The other features of the seven-point programme includes establishment of an 
administration with honest and sincere persons, safeguarding of the national 
independence and sovereity, introduction of Islamic economic, education and 
cultural system, restoration of law and order and separation of education and 
job for women. 


Mr Abbas Ali Khan called for an independent foreign policy abrogating ail 
unequal treaties including the 25-year treaty with India. He said that due to 
the unequal treaty with India it could occupy our island and deprive us of the 
Ganges water. 


Maulana A.K.M. Yusuf eaid that the country was passing through crisis even 
ten years after ite independence. It began with Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's 
socialiem and one party authoritarian rule and nationalisation of industries 
which resulted in losses. 


Maulana Yueuf further said that the independence and sovereignty was facing a 
challenge with India occupying our island, refusing to give us our share of the 
Ganges water. He also alleged that to keep the “big neighbour satisfied the 
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goveroament had granted tnadta ‘corridor’ to send troops toe Assam through Bangla~ 
desh," He also said that “the BKSALites goes to Delhi to meet their deity 
and salutes her thrice” and the government pursued a policy of appeasement, 


He called for learning from Afghanistan where the Muslim Mujahedins imbibed 
with ‘Lelacim spirit’ [as published] fighting the Soviet aggressors. Maulana 
Yusuf urged the government to restore the citizenship of Professor Golam Azam, 


Mr Shameur Rahman called for upholding of lelamic values in education and cul- 
tural fieids, We sald that without Ielamic education system the nation could 
not advance, We also called for accepting the demands of the primary teachers. 


Mr Matiur Rahman Nijami criticised the government for the "Disturbed Areas Bill, 
1980" and urged for ite withdrawal. 


&. 3, 40070 
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BANGLADESH 


MERGER OF FOUR PEASANT ORGANIZATIONS REPORTED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 16 Mar 81 p 8 


[Text] Bera (Pabna), March 15: Chairman of Ganotantrik Party Nurul Huda 
Mirza has said, "Sheikh Hasina was elected President of Awami League on the 
advice of Mrs Indira Gandhi," reports ENA. 


Addressing the inaugural session of "Krishak Oikya Mohasammelan" of four 
peasant organisations here yesterday, Mr Nurul Huda said “a person taking 
political asylum in a foreign country cannot take part in the political 
activities of another country." 


He cautioned the people against what he called “conspiracy of Delhi against 
our national independence and sovereignty." He criticised the Awami League 
leaders for their recent trip to New Delhi where they held meeting with the 
President of their party. 


Criticising the government for allowing the Awami League leaders to go to New 
Delhi he accused it of “collaborating with the BKSALites.” 
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BANGLADESH 
FOREIGN OFFLCE PROTESTS CALCUTTA DEMONSTRATION 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 5 Mar 81 pp 1,12 
‘Text |] A Foreign Offtce spokeaman on Wednesday described the activities of 


the so-called "Nikhil Banga Nagarik Sangha” of India as "thoroughly irrespon- 
sible” which he added were likely to prejudice the good neighbourly relations 
between Bangladesh and India, reports BSS. 





(he spokesman said this when his attention was drawn to a news item circulated 
by an Indian news agency which said that the Sangha had held a demonstration 
in front of the Bangladesh Mission in Caicutta demanding an area 20,000 square 
miles from Bangladesh territory. 


Once before, he said our attention was drawn to the activities of the so-called 
Nagarik Sangha. 


The spokesman said, "We have already drawn the attention of the Government of 
India to this matter as it is likely to prejudice the good neighbourly rela- 
tions between Bangladesh and India." 


"We feel, he said this kind of activities are thoroughly irresponsible and 
deserve to be treated with contempt." [as published] 


CSO: 47270 
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BANGLADESH 


PRESS SPECULATES ON MUJIB'S DAUGHTER'S RETURN 
Return Legal 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 28 Feb 61 p 1 


[Text] Mre Hasina Sheikh Wajed who has been living in India with her husband 
since late 1975 can return to Bangladesh any time she likes with her Bangla- 
deshi passport. 


Thies was stated here by Information Minister Mr Shameul Huda Chowdhury when 
asked to comment on the proposed return of Mre Hasina from New Delhi. 


He was talking to BSS at Kurmatola Airport after departure of President Ziaur 
Rahman for Jeddah on Friday morning. 


Commenting on the properties; the Minister said that the law of inheritance 
was in operation in the country as such he added there will be no problem of 
her (Mre Hasina) to take possession of the properties of her parents. 


May Be Delayed 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 28 Feb 81 pp 1,8 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb 27--Sheikh Hasina Wajed said here today that she would 
return to the country with her younger sister Rehana in the near future. 


"We are definitely going back to Bangladesh though the time is yet to be fixed" 
the newly-elected President of the Bangladesh Awami League told RSS New Delhi 
correspondent. 


She said the top Awami League leaders who came here from Dacca three days ago 
had talks with heron different matters including her return to the country. 


"We two sisters hope to return together" Hasina said adding “we have not seen 
the country for a long time--it is terrible.” 


Hasina has been living with her husband and children here since 1975 while 
Rehana has been in London. 
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Asked whether they would be returning some time during the next month Hasina 
amilingly quipped "I leave it to your guess,” 


it appeare that she would need some time to go back home, 


lhe Awami League chief said she never liked living abroad but she had to do 
so for a long time under a "tragic and unbelievable circumstances," 


Meanwhile the Awami League leaders continued their discussions with their newly 
elected party chief on political and economic situations in the country. 


Most of the leaders today left for Ajmer for ziarat at the mazar of Hazrat 
Khawja Moinuddin Chisati (RA), 


Dr Kamal Hossain was scheduled to leave for Dacca tonight Sheikh Hasina said 
discussions would continue after the return of the party leaders from Ajmeer. 


in an interview with Indian news agency PTI Dr Kamal Hossain today accused the 
present Bangladesh government of “all round failure in the economic social and 
other fields,” 


"All democratic values are being eroded with the political suppression con- 
tinuing in severe from" he said. [as published] 
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BANGLADESH 


REPORT ON ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES CONTROL ORDER 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 2 Mar 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The Government has promulgated the Essential Commodities Control Order, 
1981, to ensure better and more effective control over prices and availability 
of essential commodities throughout the country. 


The following have been included in the schedule of essential commodities, CI 
sheets (excluding defective, second hand and cuttings). GI pipes (all sizes) 
MS Rods (all sizes) MS billets, Nail Wire and Screws wire nail cement, textiles 
(cotton cloth and cotton yarn) gold (including gold in the form of coin, 
whether legal tender or not or in the form of bullion ingot or bars, whether 
refined or not and gold ornaments whether plain or engraved with pearls real 

or immitation stone), milks food (all types of milk food for infants, bulk or 
packet, all types of non-fat dried milk including condensed milk, all sorts of 
patent food, i.c. horlicks, ovaltine malted milk), cigarettes drugs and medicines 
(allopathic), washing and toilet soaps (mechanically manufactured), edible oil 
(mustard ofl, sovabean oil, vegetable ghee), kerosene oil, paper and newsprint, 
electrical goods (radio and transistor, televisions up to 20 inches electric 
bulbs--excluding florescent lLights--electric fans) dry cell battery, mechanic- 
ally propelled vehicles, bicycle, safety matches, pulses, onion, chillies, salt 
and ginger. [para as published] 


Under the order, published in the Bangladesh Gazette Extraordinary of February 9, 
“every importer, producer or dealer holding stock of scheduled articles" were 
required to declare to the Director of Market Intelligence and Enforcement 
within two weeks of the publication of the Order, "the place or places where 

the stock of such articles is kept or stored." 


The order said that no importer, producer or dealer "shall keep any scheduled 
article in his possession or under his control without any document or receipt 
for such article and the importer, producer or dealer shall maintain records 
of all sales and purchases in such form as may be prescribed by the director 
of market intelligence and enforcement from time to time.” 


The Order empowers the Director to impose restrictions on the movement of any 
scheduled article within Bangladesh if and when required. Under the Order, the 
Director or any officer authorised in this behalf by the government may be noti- 
fication in the official gazette fix in respect of any scheduled article (a) 
the maximum quantity which may at one time be possessed by a producer, importer 
or dealer and (b) the maximum quantity which may in one transaction be sold to 
any person. [as published) 
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Apart trom these the Director General of Prices and Market Intelligence may by 
notification inthe official gazette, fix the maximum price above which no im- 
porter, producer or dealer shall sell any acheduled article, Different prices 
of acheduled articles may also be fixed by the Director General for different 
localiti.sa or for different classesof importers, producers or dealers, 


According to the Order, the Director-General may, for the purpose of eliminating 
undue profiteering and for the purpose of periodical check on the prices due to 
changed circumatances, call for the relevant data relating to import, production, 
price stock sales and price structure from the producer, importer and dealer and 
refix the price of scheduled articles. 


Every importer, producer or dealer, saya the Order will communicate to the Direc~ 
tor General his intention of increasing the price of any of scheduled article 
for the latter's approval. 


fhe Director of Market Intelligence and Enforcement, may also, in writing, direct 
any importer, producer or dealer to mark the price on the scheduled articles 
exposed or intended for sale and to exhibit in his premises a price list of such 
articles held by him, 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


GOVERNMENT TAKES STEPS TO BOOST EXPORTS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 7 Mar 81 p 8 


[Text] The Government has made some major changes in the export trade by ex- 
panding the number of items to 81 under Export Performance Licence (XPL) allow- 
ing maximum Limit up to 60 per cent with immediate effect. 


Announcing this at a press conference @m Friday the State Minister for Commerce 
Choudhury Tanbir Ahmed Siddiky said that the measures had been taken in order 
to boost the export which faced short fall in the first seven months of the 
current fiscal. 


The expanded XPL list included five new items while six new items had been 
added to import list which now went up to 114 to balance the impact of new 
measures under XPL, he said. 


The measures also included flat rate introduction of “duty drawback" to ten 
major items, the Minister said. 


Mr Siddiky said that the decisions were taken after reviewing the export trade 
of the country in consultation with the exporters and the business community. 


Two Categories 


The State Minister for Commerce said that now on there would be two categories 
of XPL: the minimum of 40 per cent and the highest level of 60 per cent. The 
original categories were 10, 20, 30, and 40 per cent. 


Mr Siddiky said that those who would make shipment from Friday would get the 
benefits of the enhanced rates. 


Moreover, he said, measures had been taken so that the exporters could get the 
XPL and transfer those in a minimum time. Replying to a question he said the 
main feature of the country's export policy was that it had been kept flexible. 
Therefore, he said, steps could always be taken to change the features of the 
policy to make it more dynamic. 


5 New Items 


Mr Siddiky said that five new XPL items were light engineering products, tor- 
toise, electrical motor, electrical cable and machine made carpet of these 40 
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were included in the 60 per cent category and the remaining 41 in 40 per cent 
category, 


The six items under import list included=--commercial refrigerator, deep freeze 
live animal and bird (subject to the clearance by the Ministry of Livestock) 
commercial Lift, water heater operated by gas and floor tiles. With these the 
number in the import list under the XPL had been increased to 120, 


DDB System 


Mr Siddiky said that although there was duty drawback (DDB) system in the export 
policy it was very complicated which subjected the businessmen ‘© harassment. 

He said that a timely step had been taken in this regard by int .ucing flat 
rate of "duty drawback." 


The Minister said that 10 major items were brought under the flat rate. These 
were: writing and printing paper, transparent paper, rayon yarn, newsprint, 
crushed finished leather, glycerine aluminium capsules, laundry soap and hard- 
board. 


Export Increased 


Replying to a question Mr Siddiky said that during the last July-January period 
of the current financial year goods worth Tk 700 crore were exported from the 
country. He pointed out due to the "unprecedented recession" in the world mar- 
ket, the export of the country had been affected seriously. However, he claimed 
that the export had increased both in volume and amount compared to the corres- 
ponding period of the preceding year. 


He told another questioner that quality of Bangladesh exportables had improved 
due to the measures taken by the Government on quality control. 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


FOOD AID GRANT AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH BRITAIN 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 4 Mar 81 pp 1,12 


[Text] A food aid grant agreement was signed in Dacca on Tuesday between 
Bangladesh and the United Kingdom for the year 1980, reports BSS. 


Under the agreement, the British Government will provide 28 thousand tons of 
wheat to Bangladesh. 


An official source said that the wheat would be used for the Food for Work 
Programmes of the government during 1980-81. 


The agreement was signed by Mr M. Saadat Hussain, Joint Secretary, External 
Resources Division of the Ministry of Planning, and Sir Michael Scott, British 
High Commissioner in Dacca, on behalf of their respective governments. 


Since liberation, the British Government has so far provided 1,71,000 tons of 
wheat as grant to Bangladesh under different food aid agreements the source 
said. 


British High Commissioner in Dacca, Sir Michael Scott, said in Dacca on Tuesday 
that his government considered Bangladesh as a “priority country" for its aid 
and assistance programme. 


Despite various strains, the High Commissioner said, the British Government 
would continue her aid programme to the various development activities of the 
country. 


Sir Michael Scott told BSS that his country would al'so extend all possible 
help to Bangladesh in her needs in the Second Five-Year Plan. 


Discussions between the two governments are in progress regarding British 
assistance to the second phase work of the Greater Dacca Electrification Pro- 
ject, he added. 


The project, which is due to complete its first phase of work by 1983, would 
take up a massive scheme in the second phase. 


Sir Michael Scott also spoke about the possibility of his country's participa- 
tion in the drilling of oil and gas in different parts of Bangladesh. 
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BANGLADESH 


NATION SELF-SUFFICIENT IN TOBACCO PRODUCTION 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 9 Mar 81 pp 1,8 


[Text] Bangladesh has attained self-sufficiency in the production of cigarette- 
tobacco enabling the country to save about Tk 70 crore annually. Meanwhile 
efforts are underway to create an international market for the exportable sur- 
plus. 


According to official statistics for past eight years, the successful implemen- 
tation of a crash programme helped raise the production of cigarette tobacco 
from 7.7 million pounds in 1973-74 to 45 million pounds in 1979-80. This quan- 
tity is enough to meet the demand of 20 cigarette manufacturing units of the 
country, leaving a small quantity of exportable surplus. 





During this period, per acre yield of cigarette tobacco also increased from 800 
pounds to one thousand pounds. 


With the increase in production of cigarette tobacco in the country, its import 
also quickly declined. In 1972-73, a total of 45 million pounds of raw tobacco 
was imported while the import came down to less than a half-a-million pound in 
1978-79. This small quantity of raw tobacco was required only for blending 
purposes. 


The locally produced cigarette tobacco is now valued at about Tk 70 crore at 
the prevailing import price which means that the country is saving the amount 
of foreign exchange. 


Increased production has also raised the Government revenue income from tobacco. 
The Government earned only Tk 2.36 crore in 1972-73 as excise duty while the 
bill stood at Tk 132 crore in 1978-79. 


Enough Scope 


According to a spokesman of the Tobacco Development Board, which is responsible 
for implementing the crash programme, there is enough scope to raise the produc- 
tion further. He said that the total acreage for tobacco production was 1.30 
lakh at present of which cigarette tobacco comprised nearly 35 per cent. Cigar- 
ette tobacco here include Virginia, WAF and Burley while other tobacco include 
Motihari, Jati, cigar types and some other varieties. 
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He said that tobacco other than cigarette and cigar types were generally used 
for preparation of several indigenous products like ‘hooka tamak,' biri, jarda, 
snuff, kimam, gul, khaini, etc, There was scope to improve Motihari and 

other tobacco both in quality and quantity for which development schemes were 
being taken up he said. 


Experiments reveal that production of cigarette tobacco can be increased at 
least by 50 per cent and that of other tobacco by 15 to 25 per cent with the 
use of good seed and application of improved techniques and better management. 


It is estimated that due to spread of education and urbanise’ mn, demand for 
cigarette will annually increase by five per cent and that ©: other products 
by two per cent as against annual population increase of 2 “ er cent. 


The spokesman said that if the yield for tobacco could be 1 ceased as per 
estimation, not only that the increased local demand could be squarely met but 
also sufficient quantity could be made available for export. Besides, several 
thousand acres of land could be released from the existing tobacco area 
through intensive cultivation. 


Export Prospect 


There is great prospect for export of tobacco from Bangladesh which has ability 
to produce good quality tobacco at comparatively low cost. A land use survey 
conducted by an export of Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) indicates 
that Bangladesh has more than a million acres of land suitable for tobacco 
production. If export quality tobacco is produced in a small portion of this 
area and exported, a huge amount of foreign exchange can be earned. 


The spokesman said that already a high nicotine tobacco, Motihari, had been 
exported to some extent during the last few years and efforts had also been 
made to create demand in foreign markets for virginia and other tobacco. 


The spokesman said that the remarkable progress in the production of cigarette 
tobacco was made possible due to coordinated extension activities of the Tobac- 
co Development Board, supply of necessary inputs including curometers and other 
barn house materials fixation of minimum prices etc. A large cigarette company 
also cooperated with the board and played important role in increasing tobacco 
production. 
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BANGLADESH 


CAPTAIN REVIEWS ROLE OF BANGLADESH RIFLES 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 3 Mar 81 pp 7,9 
[Article by Capt S. M. Amanullah] 


[Text] The history of today's Bangladesh Rifles dates back to 1795 when the 
organization was named "Remgarh Local Battalion" whose cardinal mission was to 
defend Ramgarh locality. Through this presumably unhistoric origin the stream 
of history of this force rolled on amidst much ups and downs and upheavals 
which contributed new attirements to it at each step. Though mundane sight 
perceives the gradual muscling of BDR but in those days of its infancy it was 
all skin and bone. The name of the organization has not only under gone changes 
with the passage of time but also its role, dress, equipment, arms and alto- 
gether training have markedly taken a changed shape which is eye-catching. My 
venture in this article is to put forward in brief the multiple role of present 
day BDR. 


The mention of the role of BDR or erstwhile EPR specially before 1971 and 
during War of liberation, I suppose, would be a time killing repetition of the 
golden legend of history with which this force is well-clad and well-ornamented. 
Yet to facilitate our perfect observation in the following paragraphs, we can 
have a small glimpse of it. It is unequivocally an acknowledged fact that BDR 
personnel following the foot prints of the valiant tiger of Bangladesh Army 
pioneered the cause of our liberation struggle with all the ingredients and 
dualities of a true roaring Royal Tiger whose wandering land was also their 
mother land for the cause of whose chastity, safety, sovereignty and liberty 
they took up arms with a mighty fist against the heinous Pak Army. Their geo- 
graphical location at various border posts added advantage to their mission. 
Being imbibed with dedication and patriotism they faught [as published] shoulder 
toshoulder with the people of this country. They shed a good quantum of blood 
of their well-broadened chest by embracing the lively bullets of the enemy with 
a smiling face in a face to face confrontation. Liberation of Bangladesh came 
having bathed in their fresh sea of blood. Thus the history of BDR is steeped 
into valour, honour, dedication and patriotism. 


The EPR of erstwhile Pakistan were posted to various border out posts chiefly 
to check smuggling. Since this was the well-concerned mission given by the 
then authority to them the imparting of training was also as per that scale and 
requirement. Mission though a noble and noteworthy one, yet since it was only 
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one broadly speaking, the dynamiam of this foree was Lacking and as such the 
country was deprived of seme other beneficial services which could have been 
rendered by thie foree, ol the root of all motivese==the colonial attitude 
and bent of mind=-made the then rulere shaky for their prolific responsibil- 
ities, However, the same force after our independence being property planned, 
thought of their utility in @ultiple fields of national importance, has been 
reorganised and entrusted with newer responsibilities of greater magnitude, 
The result of it as we see is quite promising and encouraging for our nation. 
The following are the multiferious responsibilities shouldered and executed by 
the members of this prestigeous force presently. [as published] 


Ant i-Smugg ling 


Like the by gone days, the age-old reaponsibility of putting a dead stop of 

the heinous smuggling still hinges singlely on the shoulders of BDR personnel. 
In our untry the smuggling is beset lite a contageous disease in the organisem 
of our ciety. [as published] Its total eradication and extinetion is in- 
deed a hureulean task. [as published) Smuggling though 4 great crime yet some 
self seek*rs and non patriotic men of our country do not hesitate committing 
this crime and as such the national wealth is smuggled to our neighbouring 
country. S8DR personnel are all active and ever watchful round the clock in their 
anti-smugeling duties. Very often they arrest people with the smuggled goods 
and they are published in our national dailies. This proves, beyond and doubt, 
[as published] their sincerity to job service and trust the nation has reposed 
on them. In the recent past in Rajshahi Sector in one single seizure an amount 
of 1,54,49,476/- of emuggled goods were seized. One Sepoy Rakibul Hossain of 

21 Rifle Battalion seized smuggled gold worth Taka 18,2,000/- at the risk of his 
own life. 


Thus in anti-smuggling drive the BDR personnel are Like the over alert tigers 
on the border Away from kith and kin, home and family, the dedicated personnel 
of BOR pase their days in the respective fields of responsibility always with 
eves open. [as published] They revolve to their mission round the clock. Much 
is yet to be done. For the total eradication of smuggling from the core of our 
society, an all our effort from the common mass is a necessity, because only 
the villagers know the real culprits. In a land of 2730 miles extended area of 
our border with India, Burma and the Bay of Bengal, the major portion of which 
run through the plain land having no natural barrier, to guard this vast area 
against smugeling requires sufficient forces with arms, good communication sys- 
tem and above all the valued cooperation of the native villagers. Every year 
BDR personnel seize materials meant for smuggling. Here below goes a picture: 


Total amount of smuggled Total number of 
Year goods seized smugglers arrested 
1976 1,24,67,985.45 4,630 
1977 1, 38,64 606.54 5,044 
1978 2,02,84,520.69 5,929 
1979 3,68,12,716.76 6, 500 
1980 8,22 ,65,129.10 2,910 
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lhe cooperation of the general mass with the formation of anti-emuggling squad 
at gtase root level from the native villagers will help the BDR personnel act- 
ing more effectively in its mission of anti-smuggling drive. 


Infiltration 


Since 1971 and epecially after 1975, the BDR personnel are engaged in a job 
againat the infiltratore across the bordere., 


This is again a very tough job. The infiltrators coming across the border 
create law and order situation at various places along the border belt through 
their anti-government and mischievous deeds harmful for the national progress 
and prosperity. In those days of post 1975, these infiltrators being occasion- 
ally backed by some of the black sheep of our soil tried to become very active 
along all the borders. In many places the valiant BDR personnel had to fight 
them out and push them back. The success achieved is because of their constant 
watch and good amount of training to their credit. They are accomplishing the 
task most effectively. However, to fight against the infiltrators is indeed a 
tough job and its first thrust comes to BDR personnel as because they are the 
vanguard of our defence in the border. Thus BDR personnel are entrusted with 
and engaged in the duty of driving out the infiltrators nay nipping the act of 
infiltration in the bud. 


Border Protection Demarcation 


Border protection is another important responsibility thrown to the shoulders 
of BOR personne!. Since ours is a land border encircled by two countries-- 
india and Burma--the former one having the major portion of it and the latter 
a emall one, we have much disputed borders. Our BDR Jowans are sleeplessly 
engaged in thie duty. The recent happenings at various disputed border posts 
like Muhurir Char, Bashihariar Char, Dahgram, Asalong, Lathitilla etc are the 
giaring examples of the heroic deeds of our men. Our men are ever alert in 
these zones. Besides our men are working day and sight amidst thick forest 
for a border demarcation line with Burma along with the people of Bangladesh 
Survey teams. for their glorious role in border protection this organisation 
nas won 5 Bir Bikram 5 Bir Protik medal w their credit. 


Prevention of Border Crimes 


BDR as a force performs the duty in the far flung border of our country by 
preventing the border crimes like decoity, looting, arson, murder etc. In the 
border belt these crimes are very common and the common people become victim 

to the miscreants and anti-social elements. BDR personnel are their only hopes 
for their protection against these elements. Because of the proper check and 


alertness to duty, BOR personnel have been successful in gaining confidence of 
the people in the far off border areas and eliminating these social crimes. With 
the cooperation of villagemen. [as published] 


Thus BDR plays a dominant role in maintaining law and order in the country 
specially in its far off places. Not only this sway from the madding crowd in 
the remote in accessible places of our country, our BDR personnel represent 
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Government authority and are the custodian of our border. They resist border 
dacoity and loting and committance of other crimes. [as published] The mis- 
creants across the border very often in the barvesting season snatch away our 
producer's hard earned products. Ie is only the BDR personnel in these far 
flung area who come to their rescue and prove their best friends, 


Participation in Nation Building Activities 


Beyond the scope of the normal routined duty and responsibility, the personnel 
of BDR participate in any nation building activity Like canal digging removing 
of literacy and planned parenthed. [as published) Since theirs is a life which 
has a touch with the common folk of the society, in their motivation lectures 
they project the need of the correct implementation of the programmes taken by 
Government for a welfare state. Both in the frist and second phases of Presi- 
dent Zia's peaceful revolution, the BDR personnel have kept their glowing con- 


tribution. [as published] They have successfully proved that BDR is not only 
a force for war time only, it can very effectively contribute toward the pros- 
pericy and development of a nation during peace time. Thus accomplishment of 


these varied jobs has earned reputation and BDR as a force is highly esteemed 
and revered by the country men. They have won the trust of the country men 
through their deeds which exemplify their existence nay their importance in the 
role of para-military forces in the context of Bangladesh. A force of varied 
abilities under various circumstances is indeed a pride for a nation and the 
coronation of BDR with this connotation is quite legitimate and appropriate. 


In Aid of Civil Power 


Like the participation in Nation building activity, the role of BDR in aid to 
civil power is laudable. The devastating cyclone of 1969 and flood of 1980 
remind us of their tireless working for humanity. Not only this, in times of 
any natural calamity like flood, cyclone, and wide spread of pox, cholera, etc 
BDR personnel have been found coming to the proximity of distressed humanity. 
Thus they win their hearts through their selfless service and glorification of 
their service springs from their sense of patriotism, dedication and sound 
training. Moreover in any extreme case of Law and order situations arising 
out of strike, labour unrest, riot in the country, this force on call from 
civil authority has extended all aid and proved their efficiency. 


The Period of Emergency 


In times of emergency the BDR personnel work under command of army. They fight 
as a para-military force. Training policy of BDR is recast and training per- 
taining to army need and requirements being presently imparted to BDR personnel 
to derive the best out of them in times of crisis and emergency. 


Thus distinctly multidimensional is the role of present day BDR. Though the 
presence of main ancestoral blood is traceable in its components yet the newer 
ingredients have yielded the organisation a physique with a sound structure 
quite fit for shouldering multi responsibilities and in whose execution enshrines 
the real essence of the force. A force specially a modern one is no good if 
dearth of dynamism. Present day BDR is more dynamic and is quite fit for ful- 
filling aspirations of the nation. Let the flag of Bangladesh Rifles flitter 
atop in the air in all times to come with more glory and dignity. 
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BANGLADESH 


REPORT ON RURAL HOUSING SITUATION RELEASED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 17 Mar 81 pp 1,8 


[Text] About 30 percent of the rural families in Bangladesh do not have their 


own homesteads; they live in ‘ezmali' (jointly owned), mortgaged or rented 
homesteads. 


In most of the homesteads (63.3%) built-up area is inadequate (below 2000 sft) 
compared to the average size of the families (6.5 members). This causes over- 
crowding and affects the quality of life and living in a rural homestead. 


These are some of the findings on main problems affecting the rural housing 
scene in Bangladesh contained in a report based on a field survey and study 
carried out by housing and environmental research cell of Bangladesh University 
of Engineering and Technology and Building Research Institute of Bangladesh. 


The study report finalised in June 1979 was available at the regional workshop 
on transfer of rural housing technology which began in Dacca on Monday. 


The survey report showed that 80 per cent of the rural house structures are 
of kutcha construction of temporary nature and most of these (68.3%) are of 
physical conditions which may be described as moderate to poor. 


While 31 per cent of the homesteads have no latrine facilities only about 14 
per cent of the homesteads possess [word illegible] latrines. The rest of the 
homesteads (55%) have what can be described as kutcha latrines coupled with 
this about 70 per cent homes do not have any drainage facility, the study 
showed. 


For a solution of the rural housing problems in Bangladesh the study called for 
declaring rural housing as one of the top priority areas in the national devel- 
opment scene, projection of needs of rural housing by the political leadership, 
press and media, generating interest and ideas on the issues concerning rural 
housing through seminars and workshops and undertaking pilot projects on rural 
housing for demonstration purposes. 


It also suggested to set up a rural house building finance corporation, 
regional rural housing boards, rural housing cooperatives and building mater- 
ials bank to encourage and facilitate initiative in rural housing. 











The root causes of rural backwardness in Bangladesh were identified as perpetua- 
tion of wide socio-economic and political disparities among the social groups 
through generations, Masse poverty, poor literacy rates, depressing socio-economic 
and environmental conditions. 


The report further pointed out that "the absence of any effective machinery 
for planning guiding and controlling development and growth of rural settle- 
ments in Bangladesh is contributing to the chaos confusion and progressive 
deterioration of the built environment in the rural habitat.” 


On possible solutions to the problems the study outlined the need for measures for 
economic upliftment of the conditions of the rural populace through increased 
production, better employment opportunities and motivation for hard work and 
enhanced earnings and savings. 


It called for increasing agricultural yields support to the marginal farmers, 
redistribution of land decreasing the present ceiling of 100 bigha encouragement 
to formation of rural capital and emphasis on training upgrading and extension 
to achieve the increased production and introduce new income generating activi- 


ties. 








BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


GRANT FROM AUSTRALIA--Australia will provide Bangladesh a grant of 1.6 million 
Australian dollars (Taka 3 crore) in the current fiscal year under a Memorandum 
of Understanding signed in Dacca on Friday, reports BSS. The grant would be 
used for import of industrial raw materials, construction materials, agricul- 
tural inputs and equipment, mainly C.I1. Sheet spares for deep tubewells etc. 
The memorandum for the grant, known as Development Import Grant (DIG), was 
signed by Mr Mohammed Ali, Joint Secretary, External Resources Division and 

Mr Mack Williams, Australia High Commissioner in Bangladesh, on behalf of their 
respective governments. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 

28 Feb 81 p 1] 


PRC AID FOR MILL--The China National Complete Plant Export Corporation will 
supervise the erection preproduction and start-up of the machinery of the 
under-construction Sundarban Textile Mills, according to a BTMC Press release 
on Friday, reports BSS. An agreement to this effect was signed in Dacca on 
Wednesday between the Bangladesh Textile Mills Corporation and China National 
Complete Plant Export Corporation for technical assistance. The Chairman, BIMC 
and Mr Fan Tiangui, Economic Counsellor of the Chinese Embassy in Bangladesh, 
signed the agreement on behalf of their respective organisations. The machinery 
of the Sunderban Textile Mills was procured under Bangladesh-China economic and 
technical cooperation agreement. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in 
English 28 Feb 81 p 1] 


UNIVERSITY VICE CHANCELLOR--Dr Makbular Rahman Sarkar, an eminent scientist, 

took over the charge of Vice-Chancellor of Rajshahi University on Friday, reports 
BSS. Prior to this new assignment Dr Sarkar was Professor of Applied Physics 

and Electronics of Rajshahi University. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER 
in English 28 Feb 81 p 1] 


CANADIAN AID FOR RAILWAYS--Chittagong, Feb 27--The Bangladesh Railway will receive 
60 million dollars technical and economic assistance from Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA) for implementation of its various development projects. 
According to the Bangladesh Railway an agreement to this effect has already been 
finalised between the governments of Bangladesh and Canada. The Bangladesh 
Railway under this agreement will receive the entire assistance in kind. The 
assistance will also cover the consultative service charge and salary of foreign 
experts. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 28 Feb 81 p 3] 
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CALL FOR SOVEREIGN PARLIAMENT«-The Democratic League central committee in a 
Meeting that coneluded on Friday in the city reiterated its call tor election 
of a sovereign parliament. The meeting in a resolution criticised the govern- 
ment for its failure to elect a sovereign parliament as demanded by the DL Chief 
Khondker Moshtaque Ahmad. The DL central committee, having very carefully 
analysed the overall situation in the country resolved that the only way to 
achieve the people's charter now is a mass movement." The central committee 
called for "constructive and constitutional movement." The meeting unanimously 
decided that the outline of the movement would be finalised at the ensuing 
council meeting of the party. The meeting strongly criticised the government 
for what it termed the five years of 'misrule' which has resulted in the accumu- 
lation of countless problems in national life. The meeting also censured the 
government for its foreign policy. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in 
English 28 Feb 81 p 8] 


NEW PEASANT ASSOC LATION--Formation of a new peasant organisation namely Bangla- 
desh Khet Majoro Krishak Federation (BKKF) was announced in Dacca on Saturday 
reports BSS. Announcing the formation of BKKF at a Press conference Mr Mainud- 
din Ahmed said that it would organise exploited and oppressed peasants in the 
country for their emancipation through a socialist revolution. The BKKF would 
also act as a front organisation of Bangladesher Samajtantric Dal (BSD). [Text] 
[Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 1 Mar 81 p 16] 


SAUDL ECONOMIC AID--The Saudi Development Fund has agreed to increase its con- 
tribution to Tk. 127 crore for the Tk 709 crore Chittagong Fertilizer Project. 
According to a Press release by Bangladesh Chemical Industries Corporation 
Asian Development Bank is providing major portion of the Tk 439 crore foreign 
currency need for the proposed fertilizer factory. Meanwhile preliminary works 
of the project based on natural gas from Bakhrabad field are in progress. When 
completed the export oriented factory will produce 5.1 lakh tons of fertilizer 
annually. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 1 Mar 81 p 8] 


JUTE TO ZIMBABWE--Bangladesh Jute Mills Corporation concluded a deal on Tues- 
day with Zimbabwe for supply of jute goods worth Tk 7.73 crore, according to 

a Press release of BJMC, reports BSS. This is the first relationship with 
Zimbabwe for direct sale of jute goods by BJMC. With the inclusion of Zimbabwe 
BJMC's jute goods market is now expanded to 51 countries in Africa alone, the 
Press release said. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 

4 Mar 81 p 1] 


INDIAN FIRM'S OFFER--The Ashok Leyland Ltd, an Indian firm manufacturing com- 
mercial vehicles, engines and parts made an offer on Tuesday to the Bangladesh 
Steel and Engincering Corporation for joint venture. Addressing a press 
conference at a local hotel, the General Manager (marketing) of the enterprise 
Mr J. ©. Eapen said that the offer included commercial vehicle technology ably 
supported by its research and development capabilities; for progressive manufac- 
ture of vehicles in Bangladesh. The Ashok Leyland Ltd is participating in the 
week-long Indian Engineering Trade Fair now being held at the Shilpakala Academy 
premises. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 4 Mar 81 p 8] 
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GREETINGS TO CHANA=-«President Ziaur Rahman has greeted Dr Hilla Limann Presi- 
dent of the Republic of Ghana on the occasion of the Independence Day of Ghana, 
reports ENA. In @ message sent to Dr Hilla Limann, President Zia said on the 
auspicious occasion of the Independence Day of the Republic of Ghana on behalf 
of the government and the people of Bangladesh and on my own behalf wish to 
extend to Your Excellency, the government and the people of Ghana our warm 
greetings and hearty felicitations kindly accept Excellency my best wishes 

for your personal health and happiness and for the continued peace progress 
and prosperity of the friendly people of Ghana." [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLA- 
DESH OBSERVER in English 6 Mar 81 p 1} 





PLANNING COMMISSLON MEMBERS--Dr Abul Hossain Sahadatullah and Mir Abu Ahmed 
Ataul Haque Khandker have been appointed Members of the Planning Commission, 
says a PLD handout. Both Dr Sahadat Ullah and Mr Khandker were Division Chiefs 
of the Planning Commission and bring in long experience in Planning and Econo- 
mic profession. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 6 Mar 81 p 3] 


ALBANLAN AMBASSADOR--Mr Jonus Mersini, Ambassador-designate of the People's 
Republic of Albania, on Saturday presented his letter of credence to President 
Ziaur Rahman at Bangabhaban, Dacca, reports BSS. While presenting the creden- 
tials, the Ambassador said during his tenure of office here he would endeavour 
to further strengthen the existing ties of friendship between Bangladesh and 
Albania. He hoped that he would receive full cooperation from Bangladesh in 
this respect. President Zia assured him full support to his mission during his 
stay in Bangladesh. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 8 Mar 81 p 1] 


PRC ECONOMIC TLAM--A two-member team of officials from the Ministry of Economic 
Relations with Foreign Countries, People's Republic of China reached Dacca on 

a five-day study tour. The study tour has been arranged under a UNFPA programme 
to familiarise the Chinese officials with the population programme undertaken by 
Bangladesh. During their stay, the Chinese team will visit several population 
programme areas and meet senior Government officials and UN agencies. The team 
members will also call on the Minister for health and Population Control Profes- 
sor M.A. Matin. The members of the team are: Mr Ye Yung Ge, Chief of Third 
Division of Sixth Department, Ministry of Economic Relations with Foreign Coun- 
tries and Mr Yao Wen Long, official of Sixth Department of the same Ministry 
Government of the People's Republic of China. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH 
OBSERVER in English 11 Mar 81 p 12] 


MESSAGE TO MAURITIUS--President Ziaur Rahman expressed his firm conviction that 
the bonds of friendship and cooperation so happily existing between Bangladesh 
and Mauritius would be further strengthened and consolidated in the years ahead, 
reports BSS. In a message to Sir Dayendranath Burrenchobay, Governor General 
of Mauritius on the occasion of its Independence Day, the President said, "on 
behalf of the people of Bangladesh and on my own behalf, I wish to extend to 
Your Excellency our heartiest greetings and felicitations on the happy occasion 
of the Independence Day of Mauritius. It is my firm conviction that the bonds 
of friendship and cooperation so happily existing between our two countries 
will be further strengthened and consolidated in the years ahead. Please 
accept Excellency, my very best wishes for your personal health and happiness 
and for the continued progress and prosperity of the friendly people of Mauri- 
tius. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 12 Mar 81 p 1j 
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MIZORAM CROSSING DENIED=--No Bangladeshi national illegally crossed into the 
Indian state of Mizoram and therefore there was no question of their being 
pushed back into Bangladesh, reports BSS. This was stated by a spokesman 

of the Ministry of Home Affairs when his attention was drawn to a news item 
broadcast by all India lhadio in its &-40 a.m. bulletin of March 11 quoting 
Mizoram Chief Minister about alleged infiltration of Bangladeshi nationals in 
Mizoram and their pushing back to Bangladesh. The spokesman termed the contents 
of ALR news story about the alleged infiltration as completely baseless and with- 
out any foundation whatsoever. He said no Bangladeshi had illegally crossed 
into Mizoram and, therefore there was no question of Bangladeshi nationals hav- 
ing been pushed back from that territory. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH 
OBSERVER in English 13 Mar 81 p 1] 


AIR FARE INCREASE--Bangladesh Biman has decided to raise its fare on the domes- 
tic routes by 25 per cent. The new fare will be effective from Sunday. A 
Biman Press release said that the fare hike was necessitated due to further 
increase in the price of fuel. The Biman Press release said that it would 
continue to provide subsidy in the domestic routes and would offset the loss 
from the profit in the international routes. Following are the revised fare 
structure: Chittagong Cox's Bazar Tk 113, Chittagong Jessore Tk 432, Dacca- 
Chittagong Tk.-357 Dacca Jessore Tk. 238, Dacca Saidpur--Tk 307 Dacca Sylhet-- 
Tk 296 and Dacca Ishurdi--Tk 182. The rate of the return ticket will be the 
same. [Text! [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 13 Mar 81 p 1] 
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STRONG PUSH FOR INCREASED TRADE WITH JAPAN 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 20 Mar 81 p 6 


[Article by Sumanta Banerjee in New Delhi] 


[Excerpts] 


CSO: 


ALARMED over the pro- 
tectionist trend in the 
West, India is casting its 
bet on Japan as 4 major 
outlet for its export prod- 
ucts. 


The visit by a number 
of Japanese business de!- 
egations here in early De- 
cember last year has 
helped both sides explore 
new trade avenues, . 
ticularly the possibility 
of joint ventures in 
priority development 
areas like oil — 
and the better utilisation 
of coal as an energy 


India's strong push to 
step up its trade with 
Japan comes at a time 
when New Delhi is enjoy- 
ing a favourable trade 
baiance with Tokyo, and 
recriminations are be- 


ginning to swell on both 
sides. 


Japan is concerned 
over its expanding trade 
imbalance with India and 

vernment trade curbs; 

ndia, on the other hand, 

is apprehensive that un- 
restricted activities of 
Japan's trading firms 
would result in a major 
Japanese economic tn- 
fluence on the country 


in 1970, J im. 
ports of Indian goods 
amounted to U mii 


lion as against Indianim. 


ay of only US$103 mii- 
jon. In 1979, Japan's im- 
rose to a record 


$$1.053 million to In- 
dia's US$780 million. 


4220 





The upsurge in 
Japan's imports from In- 
dia in 1979 was due main- 
ly to India's successful 
oy efforts — 
apan, despite its much- 
vaunted trade offensive, 
has failed to match. 

Also contributing to 
the increase in the value 
of Japanese imports 
were steep increases in 
the price of prawns, iron 
ores, jute and tea — In- 
dia'’s main export prod- 
ucts to Japan. 

In a bid to improve 
Japan's trade a. 
formance in India, Tokyo 
is calling on New Dethi to 
diversify its export list 
and allow greater elbow 
room for Japanese 
participation in joint. 
ventures. 


At there are 
513 bilateral trade col- 
laboration agreements, 
the bulk of which is tech- 
nica! in nature. 

But Japanese busi- 
nessmen are simply un- 
satisfied. They want to 
operate along the lines of 
sogo shosha trading 
firms. These firms oper- 
ate on an integrated basis 
and their 
from textiles, chem 
machinery to industrial 
plants. 

Japan's determina- 
tion to expand its trading 
activities in India is 
matched only by India's 
concern over the ac- 
tivities of the sogo 
Ss 


Indians have @x- 


pressed concern over the 
“unconventional styles" 
of Japanese trading 
firms to overcome bu- 


“unconven- 
tional styles" presum.- 
ably include bribing peo- 
ple who matter. 
Similarly, 


a are openly vo- 
over Indian restric- 
tions on their trading ac- 
tivities. They claim that 
under the laws of India. 
Japanese tr firms 
cannot operate like sogo 
— simply because 


limite im- 
posed on heir activities. 


Moreover. India is 
worried that its 


represented less than one 
per cent of its total im- 
ports that year. 


Indian officials claim 
that the slowdown in 
Japanese imports of Indi- 
an could be ex- 

med by the fact that 

ndia’s main export 

items were only iron ores 
and prawns, while other 
countries offered a long 
shop list for the Japanese 
consumers. 


But the decline in 
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INDIA 


Japanese imports of Indi- 
an products is un- 
deniable. In 1970, 
Japanese imports of Indi- 
an iron ores constituted 
16.5 per cent of Tokyo's 
total import of the com- 
ames In 1979, this 

urn to 12 cent, 
and a further decline is 
indicated for 1980 and 
this year. 

India's exports to 
Japan peaked in 1974 
when India's share of 
Japanese imports rose to 
20 per cent. But since 
then, India's share of the 
Japanese market for 
prawns has declined 
steadily as Australia, 
China and Thailand went 
into production of the 
food item. 


Faced with these dis- 
turbing trade 
and eager to develop 
Japan as a major trade 
partner as a buffer 
against Western protec- 
tionism, India may yet 
decide to lower trade bar- 
riers that have prevented 
Japanese trading firms 
in the same lenient at- 
mosphere they are enjoy- 
ing in other countries, 
particularly the develop- 
ing ones. 


Many Indian busi- 
nessmen hope that the 
Japanese wish would not 
be realised, but economic 
imperatives for the coun- 
try may prove too dif- 
ficult to bh »vershadowed 
by nationalistic passions. 
— Depthnews Special 








TRADE, ECONOMIC COOPERATION WITH SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRIES 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 27 Mar 81 p 2 


[Text | 


INDIA |e expanding (he 
export of engincering 
goods (o South-East Asia 
to balance tncrcasing 
trade in raw materials 
from the region. 

Export of engineering 
foods to the region rose 
to US$§223.8 million in 
1979 from US8$2.2 million 
in 1957, regional m er 
of the Enginecring Ex. 
port Promotion Council 
of India, Mr 8S Ja- 
Kadccsan said. 

Mr Jagadcesan, who is 
based in Singapore, said 


that India to seil 
enginecri worth 
U million in 198). 


Products like the Indi- 
an-made Tata trucks arc 
asacmbicd in Malaysia 
and Indonesia while Tata 
— are being sold in 

Tata group has sct 
up 4 servicing and sparc 


parts centre in Singapore 
to meet the needs of cus- 


tomers in this region, 
West Asia, Africa and 
Eastern 
Tata trucks arc sold. 
Indian-made agricul- 
tural dicse! cngines, ir- 
rigation pumpe and other 
agricultural machinery 
are sold in Thailand, 
Malaysia and Indoncsia 
Machine tools, cice- 
trical machinery, motor 
sparcs, hand tools, cul- 
ting tools for the motal 


where, 


industry, wire rope, bi- 
cycle . and scion: 
tific imatrumente are 
some of the items that 
have found markets in 
South-Kast Asia, Mr Ja- 
gadecenn said. 
However, he said, In- 
dia was now koon to cx- 
port capital gooda to 
meet the needs of the re- 
gion, which is under- 
going rapid economic de- 
velopment based on in- 
dustrialisation in addi- 


Uon to modernisation of ' 


iis agriculture. 


He cited the case of 
Baharat Heavy Elec- 
triceals which boldly sc- 
cured two contracts in 
koen competition to de- 
sign, build end com- 
mission to power stations 
costing about US§400 mil- 
lion from Malaysia in re- 
cent ycars. 


construction in Pasir 
Gudang in Johore Static. 

Indians arc willing to 
construct, improve, cx- 
tend or mercly maintain 
existing railway lines 
and rolling stock. Two 


companics arc currently: 


bidding for contracts in 
Indonesia and Maiaysia., 
Mr Jagadeccsan said. 
They are also on the 
look-out for contracts to 
build bridges, roads ma- 
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jor or minor, irmgavon 
dams and power stations 
in the rogion by using 
their accumulaticd cx- 
pericnce gained since In- 
dia become independent 
from Britain in 1947. 
Famous industrial 
ee like Mafatiall, 

aia, and Birla have set 
up joint ventures using 
Indian machinery (o pro- 
duce textiles in Malaysia, 
Indonesia and Thailand. 
Others have sold Indian 
made sugar plants to 
Malaysia and Indonesia, 
while a US$50 million ce- 
ment plant contract in In- 
doncsia has been recent- 
ly secured by an Indian 
firm. 

There are many suc- 
cessful joint ventures in 
every South-East Asian 
country, Mr Jagadecsan 
said. 

Seme of the major 
business houses, whose 
expansion has becn 
curbed by the Monopolics 
Cam mission in India, are 
making greater cfforts to 
ect up joint ventures to 
manufacture an assort- 
ment of consumer and in- 
dustrial products in the 


Por example, Birla 


group has been quictly 
negotiating with 
Malaysian officiais for 
the past three yoars to set 


nbout’ USS460. million. 


INDIA 


SINGAPORE, Mar. 26 


suitable site has been 
found in East Malaysia. 

Besides sciling capital 
goods, growth in the cx. 
port of engineering goods 
would also minimise im- 
balance in trade between 
India and South-East 
Asia. 


India is Malaysia's 
major market for m 
oil, taking about 000 
tons last year. Indoncsia 


exports fertilisers, paper, 
cement and palm oil 
while Thai sciis an 


assortment of beans, 
polyester fibre and 
tungsten ore. The Philip- 
pines cxport coconut oil 
and Sing stceci pipes 
for ollex ation and re- 
exports Malaysian palm 
oi! as well. 

Total Indian cxports to 
Singapore in 1979 
amounted to US$104.6 
million while Si ‘s 
ox totalied 4 
million to give the island 
a trade surplus of 
US$129.4 million. Export 
of engineering goods to 
Singapore in 1979 rose to 
US821 million from 
US$14.3 million in 1975. 


However, Indian cx- 
to Thailand rose to 
$$371.1 million in 1979 
from US$165.9 million in 
1975 while Thailand's cx- 
orts to India fell to 
$$207.8- million from 
U8$357.1 million. AP. 

















INDIA 


BRIEFS 


ARMY RECRUITING PROGRAMME--The Peshawar Recruiting Centre of the Army has announced 
next fortnight's recruitment programme for the territories under its Peshawar, 
Kohat and Dera Ismail Khan Zone Branch Offices, In addition to the regular recruit- 
ment that takes place at all three Branch Offices daily, recruitment parties will 
visit various places to enlist young men for the Army according to the following 
programme; The recruitment on April 5 will take place at Dak Bungalow Mardan, 
Police Station Shakardara and Govt High School Ghazni Khel; on April 6 at Dak 
Bungalow Bannu; on April 7 at Dak Bungalow Sarai Naurang; on April 12 at Union 
Council Rustam, Dak Bungalow Hangu and Town Hall Laki Marwat; on April 13 at 
Police Station Kalu Khan, F.G. Public School Thal and Dak Bungalow Kala Bagh; 

on April 14 Dak Bungalow Isa Khel; on April 15 at Police Station Katlang and 

F.C. Post Spina Thana. [Text] [Peshawar KHYBER MAIL in English 1 Apr 81 p 4] 
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INDONESIA 


U.S. POLICY ON AFGHAN, PALESTINIAN PROBLEMS ‘TWO-FACED' SAYS MP 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 12 Mar 81 p 12 


[Text] H.M. Amin Iskandar, head of the Indonesian-Afghan Peoples Solidarity 
Committee, said he gladly welcomes U.S. President Ronald Reagan's plan to send 
arms to the Afghan rebels. In his statement to the press at the parliament 
building Wednesday, Iskandar, who also is a member of parliament's lst Commission 
(foreign affairs, defense and security, and information), said it would be 
regrettable if sending arms is the only alternative for helping the Afghan people. 
The most desirable solution, of course, is a peaceful, political one, as advocated 
in the 1980 UN resolution, the Islamic Conference Organization summit at Ta'if in 
January and the resolution of the Nonaligned Foreign Ministers Conference at New 
Delhi in February. 


"Actually, in light of all these developments," said Iskandar, "the Soveits still 
have an opportunity to improve their international image over their action in 
Afghanistan. In particular, the Soviets should demonstrate good faith in their 
own 2 th Party Congress motto: ‘Toward World Peace.' What I mean is that the 
USSR should pull back from Afghanistan and let the people of that country settle 
their own internal affairs." 


Iskandar believes the sending of U.S. aid to the Afghan guerrillas will not add to 
the tension in that region. Even if opposition to the Karmal regime gradually in- 
tensifies, he said, that is only right for a people struggling for freedom. 


Tensions will rise further if the Soviets increase their forces in the area in 
order to maintain their position. If the Soviets really desire world peace, as 
the party congress slogan indicates, then they must immediately withdraw all of 
their forces from Afghanistan. So stated Amin Iskandar. 


In another matter, Iskandar criticized Reagan's position that allows the Palestin- 
ian freedom fighters to be called "terrorists." This is an unrealistic position, 
according to Iskandar, because the Palestinian people, led by the PLO, are 

engaged in a holy struggle to regain their territory. 


"Based on their position toward the Palestinians on the one hand and the Afghan 
rebels on the other, clearly the Americans are being two-faced," said Iskandar. 


Asked about the meaning of Reagan's willingness to send arms to Afghanistan, 
Iskandar said that it simply means the implementation of the U.S. government's 
basic policy of confronting Soviet expansionism all over the globe. In fact, he 
said, their action to aid the Afghan people is no more than the formalization of 
what has been done quietly all along. 
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INDONES IA 


"ENERGY PLANTATION' PLANNED 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 12 Mar 81 pp l, 9 


[Excerpt] Prof Dr Samaun Samadikun, Energy Director General of the Department of 
Mines and Energy, said that Indonesia is going to establish an experimental “energy 
plantation" as one means for developing renewable source: of energy. Samadikun 
made the announcement at a press conference in Jakarta Wednesday at the close of 
aFrench-Indonesian seminar on "Mobilizing National Resources for Energy Development." 
Samadikun said that according to the plan, the energy plantation is to be an expanse 
of land of about 300 hectares, which should be able to produce 1 megawatt of 
electricity. Plantation operations are to be tied to a reforestation program 

in which timber will repeatedly be cut and replanted. 


At specified times one-fifth of the plantation's trees will be cut and burned in 
the furnaces of the Steam Energy Electric Center. Although a wide expanse of land 
definitely will be needed to run the plantation, Samadikun said, this is not a 
problem, because plantation operations are to be tied to the reforestation program. 
One study currently being conducted tries to reconcile timber maturation time with 
timber consumption. Of the 20 kinds of trees suggested for planting in the energy 
plantation, kaliandra will probably be used. Locations presently being cons ‘dered 
for the plantation are South Sumatra of Irian Jaya. 


At the close of the seminar an agreement was also reached on French-Indonesian 
cooperation in the field of energy planning that covers conservation and develop- 
ment of ofl, natural gas, coal, nuclear energy, water power, geothermal energy, 
solar energy and biomass productivity. 


The memorandum of cooperation was signed by Energy Director General Samadikun 
representing Indonesia and Energy and Raw Materials Director General Wissocq 
from France's Department of Industry. 


[he agreement constitutes the end product of the seminar, which was attended 
by government employees, university groups and private concerns from the two 
nations. 
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in ide Statement | the press 4t the eclese of the meeting, Samadikun, accompanied 
by Wiseoeeq, sald that Indonesia would avoid useing oil to Benefate electricity. 
inatead, other sources like geothermal energy, nuclear energy and coal, and 
renewable resources like wood will be developed as fully 48 possible. Cone erning 
nuclear energy, Samadikun said that I[adenesia has yet to discover domestic uranium 
reserves in ics joint explorations with the French. “Because the ore will have 


to be imported,” he said, “we are faced with difficulties.” 


in any case, according to Prof Baiquai, who was attending the seminar, there 
will eome a time when Indonesia will be foreed to use nuclear eneray in addition 
te coal, Preparations for that time are to be made, among other things, by 
building 4 teat fr tor at Serpong and by searching for uranium. 











JAPANESE LNG PURCHASES, LOAN FOR UREA PLANT 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 31 Mar 81 p 20 


[Text | 


JATAN has given 4 soft 
loan to Indonesia total 
iin 13.23 Billion yer 
\UBS63 million) for the 
Asean urea fertiliaer 
plant in North Sumatra. 
the Foreign Ministry an 
nounced here today 

The loan, with an in 
terest rate of 25 per cent 
per annum over 25 years 
including a seven year 
groece period, is in addi 
tien to the loan of 
billion ven (US6157 mil 
lion) extended in 1979 for 
the project, it said 

The contract for build 
ing the plant, the total 
cost of which is now esti 
mated at over US§400 
million. was awarded to 
Japan's» Toyo Engincer 


ing en late laat 
year industry sources 
said 

Urea fertiliser from 
the plant, the first of five 
Asean industrial cooper 
ative planta, will be dis 
tributed among Asean 
countries, they said 

Two J power 
companies also said to 
day they have jointiy 
agreee to import 4 iota 
of 3.4 million tonnes of 
liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) annually from In 
donesia over 20 years be- 
ginning 19% 

In & joint announce 
ment okyo Electric 
Power and Tohoku elec 
trie power companies 
said they would shortly 
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TOKYO, Mar 


sign 4 formal contract 
with the ladonesian 
state-run of! corporation. 
Pertamina 

They did not disclose 
the import price for the 
Indonesian gas but said it 
was very competitive” 

Earlier this month. 
four Japanese utility 
companies Chubu 
Electric Power Kansai 
Electric Power, Osaka 
Gas and Toho Gas — also 
announced an agreement 
with Pertamina to buy 4 
total of 3.2 million tonnes 
of UNG annually over 20 
years from 1983 at a price 
of USS587 per million 
British thermal unit free 
on board (fob) Japan 
Reuter 
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HEALTHY FINANCIAL CONDITION EXPECTED TO CONTINUE 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 21 Mar 81 p 6 


(Article by Richard Cowper in Jakarta] 


Text | 


CSO: 


INDONESIA hae re 
covered from a dis 
astrous | as one of 
the Thir Worlds 
riskiest borrowers, a 
viation it atlained in 1975 
when the state owned ot! 
gompesy, Pertamina. 
iteelf unable to re. 
ay debdte of around 


© billion 
Indonesia's Finance 
Ministry under 


the early 19708 was vir 
tually «a law to theelf 
Bailed out by the indone 
san government and a 
number of friendly for 
eign banks on the back of 
cute in the Indonesian 
economy Pertamina has 
now reduced ite debt to 
881 4 billion Now. 

five year after Per 
laminas fear col 


up 
thie time 
they are ttanding outeide 
the doors of an extremely 
conservative Bank of In 
donetia. and not in the 
plus waiting froome of 
Pertamina 


in the past two years 


oll and natural gas east of 
the Gulf The govern 
ment hae wate the 


St, Me coe 


re: 
serves from U662.6 


about one year's i 
By the end of the 


1980-4) fecal year. indo 
nesia i@ ‘lkely to have « 


an overall balance of 
payments surplus of 
almost USBs De 


*trainte for the next three 
© four years In these 
circumstance it is 
lronable whether 





#4 Should be looking at 
further commercial 
— in 1081 

at the eat. 
mated Useas billion of 
petrochemical, power 
and infrastructure 
projects that the Indone 
sian has on 
rawing boards a 
ling reason for in 


over the next two or three 
years However a sub 
stantial ion of the 
financing for these 


eign equity, or soft gov 
ernment to -givernment 


joan. T ore seems little 
doubt that Indonesia 


mists are likely to soar to 
over USS25 billion by 
lone 


One reason why the 


>: might turn 
the market again this 
year 


[NDONES LA 


more than | per cent over 
Libor This is attractive 
compared with holding 
reserves in excess of a 
—* imports given the 
act (hat reserves held in 
liquid form earn at most 
the going Libor rate 


At the end of 1980, total 
Indonesian disbursed 
and 


dett was an estimated 
USS14.5 billion With an 
average maturity of 16 
years it carried an aver 
age interest rate of 6 per 
cent Indonesia's debt 
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REPORT ON NATUNA GAS RESERVES, FORELGN CONTRACTORS 
Jakarta KOMPAS in indonesian 12 Mar 81 p 2 


[Text] The Natuna Basin is thought to hold the world's largest gas deposit ever 
discovered, according to Ir S. Zuhdi Pane, head of the Exploration Unit of Per- 
tamina's [National Oil and Natural Gas Company) Foreign Contractors Cooperation 
Board. 


Answering reporters’ questions at the Seamen's Club Wednesday, Pane said that this 
assessment is based on test results of explorations made in the area. 


According to Pane, first explorations in the area were made by Agip, an Ltalian 
firm, which did discover gas in the well it was boring. But because the deposit 
was felt to be minimal, the field was simply abandoned. Later Agip returned the 
field, located in the South China Sea, to Pertamina. 


One of the problems encountered at that time was that results of the gas explo- 
ration assay showed sulfur levels to be too high for profitable oil production. 
But the well was suitable for production of liquified natural gas (LNG), a fact 
mot really heeded at that time. 


After the field was returned to Pertamina, it was given over to eight contractors 
for further management. Most of these contractors were large American enterprises, 
tlready well-known for offehore drilling, like Gulf, Marathon, Conoco, Total, Esso, 
Mobil Ofl and others. Very large gas reserves were discovered as a result of their 
explorations. 


According to Pane, the large reserves are to be processed into LNG at Natuna Island 
ss cart of the overall development plans. He said there are other gas-producing 


ey 


loating methanol project in Southeast Asia is to be 


; 


wells in Udange. The largest 
built in Bawni. 


The discovery of eas and petroleum reserves as a result of boring a tew exp lora- 
tory welle in the Natuna Basin has attracted Vietnam's interest. But Indonesia 
mtinues to maintain that this region constitutes ite own territory because it 
is still in the proximity of Natuna Island, considered to be strategic for future 

LM processing. 
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la response to another Gueation, Pane said the (tirat work contracts introduced in 
Indonesia as jotat ventures with toretgn companies in the petroleum industry will 
be terminated around 1985. Those kinds of contracts are considered to be 
inappropriate for conditions today. “We shall at least shift to production= 
sharing contracta,” he said, 


Today there are thought to be about 40 of] deposits throughout Indonesia. A great 
number of these fields have already been explored, except for areas located in the 
remote parte of East Indonesia where the waters are deep. 


Moat surveys in [ndonesta were performed in 1974. One of the things that attracted 
foreign compantes to make the studies was the promise of a 65:35 aplit in profits. 
But when the contracts were altered to 85:15, specificaily after production 
sharing contracts were inatituted in 1976, the interest »f the companies waned. 

At that point the contractors tended to put the newly d.scovered wells into 
production as quickly as possible. 


But when the government offered exploration incentives to the companies if they 
could discover ofl in the remote areas, the interest of the foreign concerns was 
revitalized. 


loday Pertamina has specifically applied the concept of joint operations in a 
contract with the Japanese. According to thie agreement, [Indonesia will not make 
any expenditures for exploration costs during the first 3 years. Only after that 
period will Indonesia begin to incur financial responsibilities under a fifty- 
tifty sveten. 


According to Pane, this kind of contract is made chiefly to avoid those explora- 
tions that are considered too risky and unprofitable. Exploration is a big 
gamble that is extremely expensive in the early stages. 











LNDONESLIA 


OLL LNDUSTRY PROJECTLONS, REFLNERY CAPACITY TO BE INCREASED 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 11 Mar 81 p 2 


[Text] Indonesta should be able to satisfy domestic oil requirements by 1983 as 
the capacity of the nation's refineries is increased, according to Ir Godfried 
Junus Atthuta, chief of the OL] Refinery Operations Service under the Processing 
Directorate. Durine an enrichment program for journalists at the Jakarta Seamen's 
Club Tuesday, the operations chief said that the productive capacity of the 
refineries in that year should reach about 819,000 barrels per day while domestic 
requirements will be about /50,000 barrels per day. 


According to Atthuta, future plans for exp ».ing domestic refineries include 
processing of aviation gas, imported in its entirety till now. “Domestic refineries 
will even be able to produce fuel for jet fighters," he said in answer to a 
question. 


He added that between 1966-1968 aviation gas was refined domestically. But the 
program was halted because oil from the Tanjung and Minas fields that was to be 
processed tnto aveas underwent a change in quality. 


The operations chief gave no further explanation on whether Pertamina [National 
O11 and Natural Gas Company! has found a way to improve the oil from the Tanjung 
and Minas fields. But he said one substance that will be processed for avgas in 
the future is LSWR [expansicn unknown), still an export at present because of the 
inadequacies of domestic refineries. LSWR and other raw materials will be 
processed here after the Dumait hydrocracker and the Balikpapan refinery are 
completed. 


In response to another question, Atihuta said that Arabian light crude oil, 
which today is imported for processing at the Cilacap refinery, will still be 
imported in the future. Arabian light crude is used as the basic material for 
makine lubricating oil, which is in high demand domestically. This import will 
be limited, however, in accordance with current refinery capacities. Domestic 
rude oil is to be refined in the expanded Cilacap facilities. 


“Arabian light crude must be imported," Atihuta explained, “because our own crude 


oil simply cannot replace it." He believes that of approximately 30 kinds of 
erude found in Indonesia, none is as suitable for making lubricating oil as the 
Arabian crude. “Indonesian crude is less fluid and at certain temperatures is 
more likely to freeze,” he said. 








The operations chief hopes that the bulk of Indonesian crude can be processed in 
the expanded facilities in order to satiafy domestic requirements, The present 
dependency on ofl imports. then, gradually can be overcome, 


In addition, shipments of Indonesian crude now sent to Singapore facilities for 
processing will be decreased with the operation of the domestic refineries, At 
present Indonesia sends around 150,000 barrels of crude per day to be refined in 
Singapore. The expectation is that eventually all Indonesian crude will be refined 
at home, 


Meanwhile, P. T. Siahaan, Pertamina's chief of personnel planning, said it is 
anticipated that the expanded domestic refineries eventually will be able to 
absorb part of Pertamina's present excess work force. 


He reported that today Pertamina has 45,464 full-time and 1,081 part-time workers. 
The industry will try to resolve the matter of the part-time workers before the 
end of che month, 


In the future Pertamina will also want to reduce the number of its employees, 
because under present conditions the {deal number of workers needed is estimated 
to be about two-thirds of today's force. "When the refineries have begun full 
operations,” Sfahaan said, “we should be able to transfer about 15,000 more 
workers." He expects that the ideal number of employees will be reached around 
1983. 


Pertamina is currently trying to make gradual transfers of the excess !abor force. 
Training workers through Pertamina's operations unit is one of the ways being 
attempted. The most capable employees will be shifted to new projects that are 
developed; the rest will be taken into other organizations of Pertamina. 


To date, the distribution of Pertamina's work force is as follows: Region I, 
5,358; Region IT, 11,345; Reefton ITI, 4,822; Rezion IV, 4,526; and Region V, 583. 
There are 5,615 personnel in the marketing units (1-8) aud 12,634 in the central 
office. 


"These figures include 577 honorary workers, like armed forces retirees who are 
assigned to security posts," said Siahaan. All are considered employees, but 
they will not be eetting a pension. 
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LNDONES LA 


BRIEFS 


TLES WLTH EAST GERMANY <- Jakarta, Wednesday -- East German Ambassador Eberhard 
Fiester said yesterday he was optimistic that Indonesia and the German Democratic 
Republic would achieve closer, friendlier relations, particularly in the commer- 
celal tleld. [It is in this Light, he said, that the East German government wishes 
to hold a technology exhibition in Indonesia. In his statement to the press at 
the East German Embassy in Jakarta, Feister stated further, "It is most important 
that in building up relations between the two countries we do not meddle in each 
other's internal affairs but also that we seek mutually beneficial commercial 
ties." Feister said that commodities exported from East Germany to Indonesia 
last year totaled $12.5 million while imports from Indonesia were $14-15 million. 
Each year East Germany imports a large quantity of raw rubber, tobacco and spices 
from Indonesia. “Our gover ment intends to buy marketable commodities from 
Indonesia at a good price," the ambassador said. In 1977 the East German govern- 
ment offered $75 million in trade credits to Indonesia. An Indonesian-East German 
trade agreement was signed in 1974. A year later the relationship began to grow 
gradually, particularly inthe private sector. [Excerpts] [Jakarta HARIAN UMUM 
AB in Indonesian 4 Mar 81 p 3) 9792 
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SELF-SUFFICIENCY 


IN RICE PRODUCTION POSSIBLE IN 1982 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 23 Mar 81 p 6 


(Article by Michael Richardson in Phnom Penh) 


IN THE weeks 
[Excerpts | tens of , aA - ot 


cso: 


4220 


peasant farmers and 


prahoc pungent orew 
, e 
of which 
Kampuchean villagers 
prise as 4 tasty source of 
protein to eat with their 
ire Teale Sap. linking 
Kampuchea's great cen 
tral lake with (he Mekong 
River, literally teeme 
with fish at this time of 
year Hundreds of people 
crowd by the water's 
edge to buy by the basket 
from the state and 
private traders. 

The Vesge scale re 
newal of Kampuchea's 


in another part of 
Kampuchea. 
province 


Veng 


} 
Hk 


cagyEEse 
ie 
Bilis 

Be. 


son caused extensive 


y are confident 


tne will leave Kam 
short of Se more 
than three or four 


Vietmamese-led forces 
and armed resistance 


groupe. chiefly the 


Kampucheas rapid 
in food prod- 
uction ia due to & com. 


bination of factors: in- 
ternational 


aid from both 
non-com munist and com. 
munist sources, the 


on advice from 

the fact that the 
is rich and light: 

ly ulated (an esti: 

mated 65 million peo- 





KAMPUCHEA 


country is likely to 

as the Vietnam. 
oe regime re- 
cruits and 


cadres for the Kam- 
uchean Communist 
the adminis- 


! 
i 


donor 
governments that con- 
tinued aid for 


. “development” rather 
. than emergency relief in 














KAMPUCHEA 


DRAFT CONSTITUTION DOES NOT STRESS ROLE OF COMMUNIST PARTY 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 25 Mar 81 p 6 


[Article by Bernard Melunsky in Bangkok] 


[Texc ] 


CSO: 


THE Vietnamese-backed rulers of Kampuchea after 
two years in power have just published their first 
draft conatitution paving the way for outright leader- 
ship of the stilts shadowy Communist Party. 

draft, ay y Kampuchean news agency 
SPK, refers only to e Party,’ which has kept very 
much in the background in a country still recovering 
from an excess of revolutionary zeal by its former 
communist government 

The pro-Vietnamese rulers have so far refrained 
from pal the Communist Party's lead- 
ership role. reason is probably a smal! member- 
ship and overwhelming popular cion of com- 
munism as enforced by former Premier Pol Pot 
during nearly four years of rule from Apri) 1975. 

The pro-Chinese Khmer Rouge government was 
ousted in January 1979 after a massive Vietnamese 
military offensive. But Pol Pot apparently still re- 
mains 'ader of his version of the party in its jungle 
and mountain strongholds 

The Phnom Peah administration's version of the 

y is headed by Pen Sovan. —— President and 
‘ence Minister in the present ruling Revolutionary 
Council 

He is generally regarded as its strongman and 
diplomatic analysts here expect him to emerge as the 
publicly acknowledged top leader under the new con. 
stitution. 

The constitution is expected to go into force after 
elections to 4 national assembly around the middle of 
next month. 

Article Four says: “The Party is a force that takes 
direct leadership of the entire revolutionary task of 
the le's Republic of Kampuchea.” 

charter is similar in several key respects 
to a new constitution recently adopted by Vietnam but 
there also appear to be significant differences in tone. 

Both countries wi!! have state leadership vested in 
councils of state headed by a chairman Vietnam 


, sor 
@2a2V 


previously had » fi head state president while 
real power lay ‘a hands of Communist Party 
secretary-genere! | 2 Duan. 

Diplomatic auaiysts expect Le Duan will soon 
combine state and party leadership by becoming the 
first state counci| chairman. 

If the Kampucheans follow suit, then their state 
council chairman is likely to be party leader Pen 
Sovan rather than the present Revolutionary Council 
president, Heng Samrin, a lacklustre figure. 

Unlike the namese constitution, the Kam- 

hean draft refrains from talking about Marxism- 
Contaiom as an eae and makes no direct 
reference to So Union, the great ally and 
material r of Vietnam. 

Ase it does mention the close ties and 
cooperation with the two other Indo-Chinese coun- 
tries, Vietnam and Laos, as well as with “other 
fraternal socialist countries.” 

It says the Pol Pot regime has toppled with the 
“sincere assistance of the Vietnamese arm and 
ple,” but makes no mention of the continuing Viet- 
namese military occupation, expected to last for 
some years. 

The accent ts on presenting what it calls “building 
an independent. peaceful. free, democratic and non- 
aligned Kampuchea advancing progressively and 
firmiy tow authentic socialism.” 

Many aspects of the new charter seem to 
reassure people of the difference with the mer 

regime. Article 12, for instance, enshrines the 
nuance of “family-run economy” as well as the 
state-run economy 

Diplomat® here say this indicates that the Viet- 
namese-backed rujers ar. not going to enforce total 
collectivisation, in comtras to the policy of the Khmer 
— s revolution whose compulsory methods caused 

hardship and suffering. — Reuter 











KAMPUCH EA 


BRIEFS 


ALD TO SOLDLERS--Phnom Penh, 13 Apr (SPK)--On the occasion of Chol Chhnam Thmey 
and the "17 April" anniversary, Vice Trade Minister Thong Chan on Saturday 

{ll April] paid a visit to the combatants undergoing treatment in the various 
hospitals in Phnom Penh. He offered them sugar, milk, vegetables and various 
kinds of food. [Text] [BK161321 Phnom Penh SPK in French 1440 GMT 13 Apr 81 BK] 


SOVLET ENVOY ON CPSU CONGRESS--Phnom Penh, 13 Apr (SPK)--0O. V. Bostorin, Soviet 
ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to Kampuchea, on Saturday [11 April] 
gave a press conference on the 26th CPSU Congress held in Moscow from 23 February 
to 3 March. The ambassador spoke about the success of the congress which, he 
said, was important not only to the Soviet people but also to other peoples in 
the world. The congress defined the domestic and foreign policies of the USSR 
and adopted the program and plan for intensification of scientific and technical 
work. The congress stressed the maintenance and defense of security and peace 

in the world, the development of relations of friendship and cooperation and 
Soviet support for the national liberation movements struggling for freedom and 
independence. [Text] [BK161321 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0402 GMT 13 Apr 81 BK) 


CSO: 4200/39 


85 














DEMAND FOR POWER WILL OUTSTRIP SUPPLY BY 1990 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 18 Mar 81 p 1 


[Text | 


cso: 


MALAYSIA may face a 


shortfall in su 
ly to the tune of 577, 


E (barrels per day 
of ofl equivalent) in 1990 
and 700,000 BDOE in the 
year 2000, said Daiuk Leo 
Moggiec 
The Minister of 
Energy. Tele- 
communications and 
Posts, said this, how «ver. 
assumed that t' ere was 
no further addition to 
hydro power gene ation 
after 1990. If so. the short 
fall would have to be met 


by imported oil and other 
energy sources 
Speaking on “Energy 


Resources in Malaysia to 
Meet Development 
Targets by the Year 2000" 
at a dinner in Kuala 
Lumpur last night, Datuk 
Moggie said that the 
long-term rate of in- 
crease in demand for 
energy is estimated to be 
about 8.5 per cent per an- 
num while the economy 
was is expected to grow 
at a long-term annual av- 
erage of 8.2 per cent 


Based on an assump. 
tion that there was close 
relation between econom. 
ic growth and energy 
consumption, Datuk 
Moggie added that the 
demand for energy is 
likely to increage more 
than three-fold by 1990 
and by about six times by 
the year 2000 over the 
1977 level. 


The projection as- 
sumed that the demand 
for crude oil and elec 
tricity would increase by 
the year 2000 by about 
four and seven times re 
spectively compared 
with the 1977 leveis 

Malaysia's energy 
consumption grew at an 
annual average rate of 
about 81 per cent be- 
tween 1970 and 1977 ‘In 


+220 





comparison the GDP 
grew at an annual rate of 
about 7.1 per cent.) 

Datuk Moggie said 
that consumption in- 
creased from about 72,000 
BDOE in 1970 to nearly 
126,000 BDOE in 1977. In 
the latter year, more 
than 95 per cent of the 
total energy demand was 
met by petroleum prod- 
ucts. 

Fue! oll was the major 
petroleum product con- 
sumed, accounting for 
37.7 per cent of al! petro- 
leum consumed 
in Malaysia in 1977. Oth. 
ers in order of im- 
portance were diesel (32 
per cent), petro/ (15.9 per 
cent) and kerosene (5.5 
per cent) 

Referring to major 
consumers by sectors, 
Datuk Moggie said that 
the generation of elec. 
tricity consumed the 
highest accounting for 
24.3 per cent, households 
23.2 per cent, manufac. 
turing 11 per cent, mining 
10.3 per cent, transport 
9.7 per cent and agricul. 
ture 8.2 per cent. 

Electricity generation 
was also the major factor 
contributing to the in- 
crease in petroleun 

uct consumption in 

laysia between 1970 
and 1977. The totai elec- 
tricity demand in Penin- 
sular Malaysia increased 
at an average rate of 13.5 
per cent per year. 

The Minister pointed 
out that Malaysia's de- 
pendence on petroleum 
was among the highest in 
the world. He noted that 
thermal generation 
plants using fue! oll still 
constituted 45 per cent of 
the total, with hydro gen. 
eration mak.ng up the 
baiance. In 1977. the Na- 
tional Electricity Board 
alone took up about 60 per 
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cent of the total oll con- 
sumed in the country 

Datuk Moggie said 
that about 60 to 70 per 
cent of crude oil present. 
ly refined by local re- 
fineries was imported. 
The major sources were 
Saudi Arabia supplying 
SO per cent of Malaysia's 
needa, Kuwait (30 per 
cent) and Iran (20 per 
cent) 

Imported oil from 
West Asia would continue 
to play an important role 
in future uniess the 
pattern of energy de- 
mand in the country 
changed 

Present refining ca- 
pacity, he added, was 
adequate. However, addi- 
tional capacity would be 
required if Malaysia was 
to remain self-sufficient 
in refining in the future. 

Malaysia's potential 
energy resources, Datuk 
Moggie said, were sub- 
stantial. Potential re- 
sources of natural gas 
and hydro power, if ex- 
pioite’ rationally, could 
meet about 40 per cent of 
the total energy demand 
after 1900. These at the 
moment were largely un- 
tapped. 

Datuk Moggie 
stressed the need for a 
well-defined plan, as a 
nationai energy policy, to 
ensure the efficient and 
optimal exploitation of 
the vast indigenous 
energy resources, the 
most efficient use of 
energy and the develop- 
ment of non-o'! alter- 
natives to cur the 
prospect of dimt ::ning 
and dearer oi) su,plies. 

The comprehensive 
survey to be undertaken 
to determine the poten- 
tial sources of energy in 
the country, with finan- 
ctai support from the 
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World Bank is expected 
to be ready by 1982. 

In the meantime, 
Malaysia was adopting a 
four-fuei Srategy, cover- 
ing oll, natural gas, 
hydro power and coal. 
The potential offered by 
natural gas and hydro 
was particularly promis- 
ing. 

Gross surface hydro 
potential is estimated at 
414,000 million Kwh in 
Peninsular Malaysia, 
Sabah and Sarawak. The 
technical exploitable 
potential is estimated at 
123,000 million Kwh 
which would be sufficient 
to meet all future elec- 
tricity needs if all of it 
could be developed. 

Of the total technical 
—— 53.3 per cent is 
n Sarawak, 33.. per cent 
in Sabah and the rest in 
Peninsular Malaysia. 
Current studies indicate 
the possibility of trans- 
ferring up to 125,000 GWH 
per year from Sarawak 
to Peninsular Malaysia 
— YTepresenting 24 per 
cent of the projected 
energy demand for the 
Peninsular in the year 
2000. 

The coal deposits in 
Sabah and Sarawak are 
said to be suited for in- 
dustrial uses such as cok- 
ing, cement clinkering 
and ceremics rather than 
for power generation. 


On nuclear power, Da- 
tuk Moggie said that the 
government had not com- 
pletely ruled out the op- 
tion. “We have merely 
put off consideration for 
utilising nuclear power 
for the time being,” he 
added. Research was 
also being done on the 
possibility of utilising so- 
lar ene.gy and biomass, 
especially in the rural 
areas. 
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FOURTH MALAYSIA PLAN SUBMITTED TO PARLIAMENT 


General Overview 
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PRIME Minister Datuk 
Hussein Ohn yesterday 
sirossed the government 
had fuil confidence in the 
ability of the private sec 
tor to contribute more ac- 
tively to naticnal de 
velopment. It haa accord: 
ingly been assigned a 
largor role in the Fourth 
Malaysia Plan (FMP). 
The private sector |s 


we seration.” 

Referring Lo ihe plan's 
goals, Datuk Husecin 
said ‘“‘We have the 
capabilily and the neces- 
sary resources Ww hasten 
our development. In 
pursuing our soclo-cco- 
nomic development 
targets, al) our resources 
will need to be effectively 
and efficiently ulilised. 


\ional security were in- 
ter-related, proper ation: 
Lion has lo be accorded lu 
defence and national se- 
curily 

The Prime Minister 
eaid that high priority 
was being given to agri- 
cuitural development. 
Programmes in this sec- 
tor would inciude the 
opening of new land, the 


years, Datuk Hussein 
potnted out that the 
labour surplus of 1970 
had changed into short- 
ages in certain sectors. 
About 1.7 million jobs 
were created in the last 
10 yearg. Unemployment 
fell from 7.4 per cent in 
1070 to 5.3 per cent in 1980. 


Referring to poverty 
eradication, he said that 


called upon to contribute The FMP, he said, intensification of Iinte- the overall incidence of 
72 per cent of the $102.04 yave duc emphasia to sated agricultural de- poverty was reduced 
billion investment cn enhancing cfficiency  Velopment, dra. se and from 49.3 per cent in 1970 


visaged under the new 
plan as opposed to 63 per 
cent under ihe Third 
Malaysia Pian. 

Presenting the new 
plan to Parilament, Da- 
tuk Hussein said: “lt is 
the intention of the gov- 
ornment that the private 
sector, loca! and forcign, 
should share in the task 
of national develop: 
ment.” 

To meet this cxpecta- 
tion, the private sector 
has (o mobilise an invest- 
mont of $74.11 bil ion ‘as 
opposed to $27.52 billion 
estimated to have been 
achieved under the TMP 
and $14.7 Dillion uider 


through beller uUllisation 
of capital, manpower, 
technology and other re- 
HOUrCOS, 


Of the total plan al- 
location of $43 billion for 
public sector initiatives, 
almost 58 per cent would 
be spent on the dévciop- 
ment of the cconomic sec- 
ior. The baiance will go to 
social services, defence 
and security. 


He pointed out that 
the international! eco- 
nomic situation posed a 
serious problem. The 
high rate of inflation and 
the slow economic 
growth in the developed 


irrigation, replanting, re- 
habilitation and con- 
solidation of smalihold- 
ings. 

Al the same time, pro- 
grammes for diver- 
sification and Inter-crop- 
Bing would be Intensified. 

Imilarly, research, pro- 
vision of credit, extension 
services, processing and 
marketing would be ex- 
panded. 

A sum of $4.4 million 
has deon allocated for the 
economic restructuring 
programme in line with 
the New Economic Polli- 
cy. Effofts to increase the 
Bumiputra participation 
in commerce and in- 


to 20.2 per cent in 1980. In 
the rural arcas it dropped 
from 5¥ per cent to 3& per 
cent while in the urban 
arcas it dropped from 21 
per cent to 13 per cent 
during the same period. 


The ownership of 
shares in the corporate 
sector by individual 
Bumiputras and trust 
agencies increased from 
4.3 per cent in 1970 to 12.4 
per cent In 1980. During 
the same period, own- 
ership by non- 
Kumiputras increased 
from 34 per cent to 40 per 
cent and that held by for- 
cigners decreased from 


the Second ‘alaysin countrics might adverse- dustry would be speeded 61.7 per cent to 47.5 per 
Plan). iy affect the Malaysian up through the provision cent. 

The private sector cconomy of credit, technical as- Datuk Husscin said 
target, said the Prime “It is for th's reason =gigiance and en-_ that in the first 10 years 


Minister, might appear 
high. It was not, however, 
unrealistic in the light of 
the vast opport:nitics 
open to it under |) © plan. 

He pointed to the ex- 
ceptional opportunitics 
for investment in con- 
struction and manufac 
turing, and in the ce 
velopment of petroicum 


and se 

He »aid: “The untiring 
efforts and sacrifices 
should not be measured 
in terms of the benefits 
accruing to us, the pre- 
gent generation. More 
important is the fulure 


that we have to intensify 
our efforts iq Giver- 
sifying and strengthen- 
ing our economy, exploit- 
Ing potential overscas 
markets, and increasing 
domestic demand for lo- 
cal gooda,” be added. 


Malaysia's capability 
in defence and security 
would be upgraded dur- 
ing ‘»e plan period. The 
allocation under these 
heads amounts .o $8.37 
billion, or 21.8 per cent of 
the public sector outlay 

Datuk Hussein said 
thal eince socio-cconom- 
ic development and na- 
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treprencurial devciop- 
ment programms. 

The FMP ajso marks 
tho boginning of a con- 
certed effort . develop 
heavy induastrics in the 
country. For this, a 
Heavy Industr'cs Corpo- 
ration has been scl up as 
a public sector agency. 

To ensure balanced in- 
dustrial devclopment, 
email and medium-sized 
industrics would be cn- 
couraged to comp!cement 
the heavy industrics. 

Reviewing he 
achic. ements of ti 
country in the last 10 


of the New Economic 
Polley, the country had 
successfully laid a strong 
foundation for building a 
prosperous, just and unit- 
ed nation. 

Datuk Hussein urged 
every Malaysian to give 
his best and play his part 
in realising tho goals of 
development. He re- 
minded them that “our 
concept of development 
embraces both physical 
and spiritual. The spiri- 
tual development pro- 
vides the driving force 
and gives purpose to ma- 
terial development.’ 
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Federal Allocations 


Kuala Lumpur SUSTNESS TIMES in English 28 Mar 81 » 11 


[Text] 
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+4x% Revenues 
Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 28 
{Text } 
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OF ORIGIN, 1980-85 


A vero 
\ arewol 
growth 
Shore of Shore of rote (% 
Sector 1990 GOP (%) 1985 GOP (%) 198) 
Agricviture ‘oreviry 
ee wm me 
quorryng 4 
thamdocnoring 5,374 705 9040 23° 110 
Construchon 1,186 45 ‘824 48 90 
Electr#y ga: and water w2 23 953 25 wo 
Tramport and storage 16% 65 2492 66 80 
Whole and reto:l trode 
hotel and revtovrant 3.295 126 «4484! 128 80 
France murance real 
estate and byunens verces = 2.155 82 3079 6! 74 
Government wren 3,398 130 5.278 138 90 
Other vereces 657 25 948 25 76 
lees imputed bon 
services charge 308 — 02 — — 
Plus import dunes 1,120 
Eqvel DOP aot 
purchasers valve 26,188 — 37,824 _ 76 
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GROWTH OF MANUFACTURING 


INDUSTRIES (1981-85) 

: Average annual 

rate (%) 

1981-85 
Food products 8.1 
Beverages and tobacco 6.0 
Textiles 8.0 
te gol inteth 10.0 
Chemical and plastics 10.0 
Rubber 12.0 
Petroleum products 15.0 
Cement 13.0 
Other non-metallic 5.0 
Electrical machinery 15.0 
Transport a2 











= a aR 
ALLOCATIONS: ERADICATION OF POVERTY AND 
RESTRUCTURING OF SOCIETY (1981-85)' ($m) 
Secter Poverty % Restructuring % Overlapping’ % letal  % 
Agricvitvral and 
rural dev 6,245.5 159 250.1 046 218.3 06 6713.9 17.1 
Commerce and 
industry 2747 #6007 34550 868 — — 97207 Os 
Social 11s79 29 672.5 i8 822 02 19326 49 
intrastructure 164.1 42 - — — 641.1 42 
TOTAL 9,319.2 23.7 4,397.6 11.2 300.5 0.8 14,017.3 35.7 
' Based on the Federai allocation of $39,390 million for the FMP 
* Programmes and contribuling to both poverty eradication 
ee soctety. 
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eee | 
PUBLIC DEVELOPMENT ALLOCATION 
BY STATE, 1981-85 

State Optional Target Allocation 

target (%) value ($ million) 

($ million) 
Johore 11.60 3,656.83 2,929.18 
Kedah 8.11 2,556.53 2,388.68 
Kelantan 6.88 2,168.88 2,847.75 
Melaka 3.62 1,141.19 939.76 
Negri Semb 5.44 1,714.93 1,131.19 
Pahang 7.10 2,238.23 2,944.00 
Perlis 0.91 286.87 304.16 
Perak 10.66 3,360.51 2,834.04 
Pulau Pinang 4.82 1,519.48 1,236.02 
Sabah 9.90 3,120.92 3,172.35 
Sarawak 10.90 3,436.16 2,608.15 
Selangor 8.19 2,581.85 3,676.76 
Trengganu 4.5) 1,421.75 2,023.11 
F. Territory 7.36 2,320.20 2,489.28 
Multi-State -- 11,305.07 11,305.07 
TOTAL 100.00 42,829.50 42,829.50 
EEE —————EE 
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MALAYSIA 


DATUK RAHMAN RESIGNS AS SARAWAK CHIEF MINISTER 
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DIRECT TRADE RELATIONS TO BE ESTABLISHED WITH CHINA 





Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TLMES in English 24 Mar 81 p 6 
[Text ] 
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SHELL OFFICIAL OPTIMISTIC ABOUT ENERGY POTENTIAL 
Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 26 Mar 81 pp 1, 20 
{Excerpt} 


SHELA. one of (he two ot! ——~ ph | rev. consummation. and mak: five billion barrels of oil. 
contractors currently onue. would mean ing optimistic assump This compares with the 
Any oll im export carnings from tions about new dis. Petronas ostimate thai — 

alayesia, claime hydrwarbons would coveries and increasing the remaining re- 





con 
Malaysia will have suffi. tinue to be higher than the recovery of oil coverable reserves of oi) 
cient supply of oll for (he = the oulgo on importa through new and im- = are 1.4 billion barrels. 
next 20 years or more ai Petronas takos the proved techniques, Drs Dra Dumolin noted 
the present raic of prod. view that Malaysia umolin asserted that gas cxports from 
uction. would become « net of) “Malaysia is not running Maiaysia, which will 
The outlook is cven ae el 1987. out of oil.” commence in 1983 from 
more promising ({ une re Dumeolin em- He pointed out that Bintulu in the form of 
makes optimistic as phasised thai the fore Malaysia hadaveryrich LNG to Japan, would be 
sumptions about new dis. casi took into accountthe resource base, particu. small in relation to the 
covertes and increases in increase in consumption § larly in reiation to t.. total reserves. 
oll recovery through the in the country, estimated size of the population. He He estimated that by 
ure of ementary «i about 65 per cent per added that it had a_ the end of the decade gas 
techniques. oil annum number of options of exports from 
supply could, on these as At the moment the avai to it,in- would amount to 
sumptions, be stretched os hydro, natural 150,000 barreis of oil 
even further into the next) um in ysian gas and coal. (Malaysia cquivalient a day. 
century. \s 160,000 to 170,000 al the moment is adopt- Maiaysia's gas cxports« 
The claim was made obarreis « day, and it is ing a four-fuei siratcgy, would then be much 
pouae by Dre Hans cxpected to increase to covering oll aot higher than its oi) im- 
man about 260,000 \o 280,000 hydro power and ) 
for companics barrels a day by tho end Referring to naturai Referring to 
in Malaysia. He was of the decade. gas, he “The cra of Malaysia's happy posi- 
4 of civil Dra Dumolin noted natural is about to tion as an energy-rich 
eorv atwo that Malaysia would con- begin. ie at least = country, Drs Dumolin 
week course at Na nue to maintain an av. three times as much as noted that the remaining 
tional Institute of Public erage ceonomic growth naturai as oi! large gas reserves 
Administration Intan) rate Ay! than (hai of even four times.” enormous hydro electric 
in Jaya he 





countries. The etronas estimatcs potential in Sarawak 
. per- that has size) meani that Malaysia had 
Malaysia would remaina ety lan assumes § able reserves of natural a range of choices to 


net energy well that the sian ccon- gas. Recoverabice re mocet its future energy re- 
into the next century omy would grow al an servos of non-associatcd quirements. 

This was in view of the annual average of 62 per gas have been estimaicd 

fact that even though it cent al over 30 trillion stan- 

may have import oil. Based on the current dard cubic fect. which is 


to 
\te exports of natura! gas = raic of production and equivaicni to more than 
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NAT.ONAL LEGISLATURE, CABINET 
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CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS APPFEC 


Kuala Luepur BUSINESS TIMES in Bogliesh 1 Apr 61 p 7 


[Aeticle by Aditya Man Shrestha in Kathmandu) 
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ISOLATION OF PRESIDENT WIDENS DISTANCE FROM PROPLE 
Lahore CHATAN in Urdu 23 Feb 8) pp 7 and 8 


[Article by Rafiq Anwari: “A Straight Talk"; /Every Possibility of a Clash 
Between Intentions and Demands Should Be Removed; How Long Is Pakistan Going 
to Remain in Experimenting Ground; If This Distance Continues, We All Will 
Be Sorry/--passage enclosed in slantlines printed in boldface] 


{Text} The valuable opinions expressed by the President of Pakistan in Multan 
a few days ago truly reflect hie sincerity and good intentions. The ideas of 
the president have been reported as news, but no one has taken the trouble to 
comment on them constructively even though the president has said several 
times that he is always ready to welcome a healthy and constructive criticism 
of his opinions and actions. Referring to law enforcement and public peace, 
the president said that the government was determined to stop lawlessness. 
With due respect, all we want to say is that instead of putting a check on lav- 
lessness, if the government took action to counteract the measures that give 
birth to lawlessness the consequences might be more fri itful for the country 
and the society. If every individual in this country was given the means to 
lead an honorable life, he woulc never even think of breaking the law. This 
country is not the inherited property of any one single person, group or tribe; 
it is the motherland of everyone who regards it as such and loves its soil. 
Whenever someone breaks the law, there is always 4 reason, 4 perspective, be- 
cause no one dares break the law simply for fun. If we want to put into words 
the feelings of the nation, we can say that what the whole country wants above 
all at this point is peace and quiet in social and economic terms. If this 
wish of the people is fulfillec in a peaceful manner, no negative thoughts can 
enter their minds. We have moved in different circles of people with differ- 
ent trends of thought, we have associated with them closely and understood 
their feelings. People don't care if there are elections in the country or 
not. Among the people, the sentiment is very strong that since the establish- 
ment of Pakistan, they have many times let themselves be nailed to the cross 
of elections. The wasted sacrifices have pushed them to the point where they 
get agitated even at the mention of elections. Anyway, there may come a day 
when circumstances will be right to hold just and fair elections, as a result 
of which the power vested in the elected public representatives might be used 
for the good of the country. 








There is nothing wrong, a8 such, in holding elections. In reality, voting is a 
Sacred democratic institution and there certainly will be a day when conditions 
will be ripe for us to meet the demands of that sacred institution. Ae far as 
the excesses committed in the elections are concerned, we believe that the 
Bravity of the institution has been defiled by a few of our power-hungry poli- 
ticians, The most recent elections offered the worst examples of that tendency. 
As 4 consequence of what went on during those elections, you, Mr President, had 
to take the reine of administration and step in along with the army. In order 
to protect our solidarity, you imposed the martial law and thus saved the sink= 
ing ship of the nation. 


imposing martial law has been 4 very unpleasant thing for you to do, 

Mr President. You had promised the country elections and, in accordance with 
that promise, you tried once or twice to hold elections. But again the poli- 
ticians moved to the forefront and mounted their campaigns of greed and self- 
interest. As 4 consequence, you had to pull the carpet from under them and 
cancel the elections. At that time we praised your course of action and said 
that if elections were held under those circumstances and some kind of govern- 
ment wae formed, the end result would be even more detrimental to the country. 


in our view, our circumstances have not changed to the point where we should 
start beating the election drums again only to have the whole nation pay homage 
to some Ali Baba and his forty thieves. We agree with you, Mr President, when 
you say that the nation's prime need at this point in time is unity, not elec- 
tions. 


The question facing us now is how we can best pave the way for a democratic 
environment in the country even without eiections. We know that you are a 
great proponent of democracy and you have often expressed your desire for a 
democratic system. It was this desire that made you take practical steps to 
hold the overdue municipal elections. You also promised to appoint a national 
council. This promise has gone undelivered for a very long tome, but now 
there is some hope of it being fulfilled. You regard the national council, 
which you will appoint or select, as a body serving remarkably useful func- 
tions, but we think that a stop-gap measure like that is not likely to cure 
the sickness that has begun to inflict the health of our democratic system. 
The experiment of a national-level council may not altogether fail, but to 
make it really work would be a historic feat of your ideology and character. 
Anyway, whatever you intend to do in this regard, Mr President, please do it. 
Even if your measures do not heal the nation, they will certainly lessen to 
some degree the pain now suffered by it. 


Sir, you should never forget that it is in no one's power to stop the facts 
from circulating and that information has a tendency to get around. No king 
or emperor has been able to attain such power, the simple reason being that 
no one person can control the communication media of the entire world. Nor 
does that media believe in merely skimming over or compromising truth and 
facts. 


105 











There is no doubt in our mind that the censorship imposed by you does not 
serve your personal interests; it is for the greater good of the country. 

But the fact of the matter ie that the censorship has created a distance 
between you and the people. On the day you announced your decision to impose 
restrictions on the freedom of speech, we commented and said that the seed of 
censorship would one day grow into a killer plant. But the officials of your 
administration dutifully laundered our statement in such a way that not the 
slightest trace of our intended meaning could be found in it. Even today, it 
has taken a lot of courage on our part to address you. If any of our views 
reach you, please see reflected in them, Mr President, the public's thinking 
on future direction of the country. 


You have said again and agein that writers and journalists are free to comment 
on and criticize your act’ons, but, Sir, you perhaps have not realized in all 
seriousness the consequences of truly free speech. There may not be an appar- 
ent ban on us to tell the truth, but the gracious and invisible souls, i.e., 
the secret agents to whom you have entrusted the task of reporting to you, are 
overly sensitive and thin-skinned indeed. They are not tyrants, but they are 
extremely inept and cowardly. They clip the wings of the messenger pigeons 
who must reach you. May we, therefore, suggest to you with all due respect 
that you lift now the censorship and let our speech be free. (Couplet: “Never 
was it so hard for me to say the things I wanted to say; Never before was your 
opposition so stiff as now.") 


Your intentions are, no doubt, noble, but the questions we have before us are: 
What do the people want? What are the demands of our time? If there is any 
danger of a clash between your intentions and the desires of the people, you 
should be open about it and acknowledge the clash so that the danger of de- 
struction that could result may be avoided. 


What kind of a Life structure does Islam allow? What does the concept of 
democracy entail? In accordance with the founding principles of Pakistan, 

who should rule the country? What kinds of changes should we make in our 
foreign and domestic policies in view of the rapidly changing conditions in 
the world? In economic, social and political terms, what kind of an environ- 
ment will be most suitable for Pakistan? Ali these are questions that we need 
to discuss. As long as we are not free to speak or write, these questions 
will remain unaddressed. It will be in our interest to establish a rapport 
between you and the people, 4a rapport that can pave the way for mutual under- 
standing and communication. There is only one way to achieve this--by not 
restricting the heartbeats of the people. Those who have their finger on 

the pulse of the nation and understand the feelings of the common man should 
be able to approach you directly. If the void continues, the distance between 
you and us will remain as it is and we all will suffer its sad consequences. 
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PAKISTAN 


CRACKDOWN ON HOSTILE ELEMENTS, NOT CENSORSHIP, NEEDED 





Lahore CHATAN in Urdu 23 Feb 81 p 6 


[Article by Mubashar Akhtar: "No Society Can Live in a Void"; /At the National 
and Public Levels, Unity Is Crucial; Restrictions on Free Expression Pave the 
Way for Underground Activities/--passage enclosed in slantlines printed in bold- 
face} 


[Text] Every patriotic Pakistani truly feels that at this time Pakistan cannot 
afford any anarchy or upheaval. But it is a very distressing fact for both the 
country and the administration that censorship has created a very large gap be- 
tween the government and the public. The people now pay attention to the 
foreign information media, and the foreign media to which the Pakistani public 
has access spreads rumors and falsehoods because that is its objective. People 
are being fed all kinds of propaganda about political parties that no longer 
exist and the leaders of such parties. No society can stay in the grips of 
uncertainty for long; no nation can live in a void. To have a system of one 
sort or another is imperative. Over the past 3 years or so, the uncertainties 
around us have grown. To this day no one knows what is going to happen next 
and where we are headed. 


A transition, moreover, can be a source of satisfaction to the people only if 
they are rid of their troubles and the problems that they face become less 
severe. 


Sometimes we feel that the president and his associates have no awareness of 

the facts and that the information that is fed to them is not in line with 
reality. In various circles, opportunist and selfish elements have entrenched 
themselves on high levels. These elements have caused the downfall of several 
governments, but they themselves still hold positions of authority and influence. 


On 16 February, a statement by the president was published in the press. Ac- 
cording to the president, the university ordinance was a good thing and criti- 
cizing it could serve no purpose other than mere criticism. On the same day, 
radio and television were broadcasting and highlighting the revisions made in 
the university ordinance. 


The contrast between the president's statement and the revisions announced over 
the broadcast media was noticed by everyone and needs no comment. The apparent 
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conclusion ia that the president is not aware of the facts, We warned earlier 
in these columns that there was no need for the university ordinance and that 
ite promulgation would create problema for the government. 


The protests of the students and the university faculties have supported our 
contentions. We say thie only to illustrate the point. 


What the administration is doing has merit. We agree and know very well that 
the enemies of Pakistan will lose no opportunity to create trouble in the 
country and take advantage of the situation. God forbid, there is trouble be-~ 
cause our enemies would like to exercise a free hand. 


But, contrary to this reality, we have been led by the government to believe 
that nothing has changed and things are normal. Censorship of expression in 
free societies always leads to the possibility of more underground activities. 
If the administration is not vigilant, antinational elements create fear and 
terror among the public. In our case, certain elements left the country 
secretly and began to engage in anti-Pakiecan activities from abroad. The 
fact that these elements could leave the country without any difficulty does 
not speak well for the government. The antinational elements that remained 
in the country are doing secret work and propaganda in their own respective 
spheres without any fear of authority. Time and again these elements have 
been pointed out and the president himself and other leaders have made refer- 
ences to these enemies among us and snakes in our midst. But it seems that 
the present government is unable to do anything against them. Rather, the 
government's efforts have been directed more at presenting these elements as 
objects of terror. This state of affairs is a source of dismay to patriotic 
individuals. 


We need to take effective steps to crush the fections hostile to the country. 
If we let the subversive elements go free, it will only increase the feeling 
of restlessness in our society. It is also important that the demands pre- 
sented by the students and teachers be given serious consideration. The 
politics of trouble-making and destruction are, no doubt, deplorable, but 
there should be no hesitation in accepting legitimate demands. 
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PAKISTAN 


EDITORIAL DEPLORES SHUTDOWN OF EDUCATIONAL LNSTITUTIONS 
Lahore CHATAN in Urdu 23 Feb 81 p 5 
{Editorial: “Why This Anguish in Our Hearts?" 


[Text] At this time, colleges, universities and other educational institutions 
in many cities of the country have been shut down. The sad fact is not that 
the institutions have been closed and the cause of education is hurting, rather 
it is that we do not even know the real reasons for their being closed. In the 
past as well universities, colleges and schools were shut down, but then the 
reasons were no secret. In 1977, bans on educational institutions during the 
agitation against the government were understandable. As things are now, people 
are bewildered and ask each other why the institutions have been closed this 
time. Because of the censorship, no one knows the facts. As a result, all kinds 
of wild and baseless things are being said and the rumor factories are fabricat- 
ing strange, catchy stories day and night. As far as we know, at some institu- 
tions the students have expressed their views on issues that were entirely non- 
political. If these things had not been kept secret, we would have known the 
facts and there would be no grounds for rumors and supposition. In hundreds 

of institutions of higher learning, there are hundreds of thousands of young 
men undergoing inetruction. For some students or student groups to vent their 
feelings on some issue at some place or other student not be a matter of sur- 
prise. What we need to do was to look carefully into each instance of student 
complaint and and satisfy their demands. Even now we should do the same thing. 
If the students’ demands are not proper or timely, some other way should be 
found to resolve the situation. In Lahore a group of students, showing re- 
straint, did not damage the buses and limited their protest to puncturing the 
bus tires. On the other hand, in Rawalpindi students set a bus and a truck on 
fire. If the facts in these two incidents were brought to light, the public 
would come to know right from wrong. The closing of educational institutions 
proves beyond any doubt that there are shortcomings in the present system. We 
don't see an effort at any level to gain an understanding of the students’ 
position and establish communication with them to solve the problem in an ap- 
propriate manner. Bureaucracy has its own way of doing things, which creates 
problems but does not solve them. 


The closing of educational institutions has given rise to the impression that 
perhaps a wave of discontent has spread throughout the student community, 
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although the reality is far from this, Some people connect the activities of the 
students with certain nonexistent « cganigationse and groups; others say many other 
things. We have warned in these columme time and again that at no time has there 
been 4 greater need for the administration to be watchful and alert but, ironi- 
cally, the lack of decision-making and rampant shirking of responsibility that 
are now in evidence are perhaps unprecedented, Depriving the students of in- 
struction by closing the institutions may give us a sense of security in that 
the students will no longer get into any mischief. This may amount to an argu- 
ment and a strategy, but such a strategy also reveals a total lack of rational 
thinking and mature judgment. The loss suffered by the students and their 
parents is, after all, the nation's loss too. 


Most of the parents are in the dark as to why such a step had to be taken. In 
our opinion, this is not a wise course of action. The subversive or anarchist 
elements that have not been kept under surveillance in the past can at any time 
stir some trouble, and if we have to close many of our educational institutions 
because of that emall amount of trouble, it only serves the interests of such 
elements. The outside world gets the impression that there certainly is some- 
thing wrong; at home the people begin to believe that somewhere trouble is 
brewing. Time has proved that in a free society, restrictions on freedom of 
expression never produce the desired results, and that failure to act when 
action is needed produces serious consequences. In our sincere opinion, any 
kind of upheaval at this time will be very bad for the country. All patriotic 
Pakistanis should, therefore, understand the needs of our time. Along with 
this, the government should realize that people cannot tolerate wrongdoing and 
inaction for long simply because the times are delicate. 


9612 
CSO: 4203/46 


110 














PAKISTAN 


MANPOWER EXPORT UNDLMINISHED BY LRAN=ILRAQ WAR 


islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 8 Apr 81 pl 


[Article by Azhar Masood] 
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PAKISTAN 


CABINET REVIEWS PRICE, SUPPLY SITUATION 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 13 Apr 81 pp 1, 8 
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EDITORIAL DEPLORES COLUMBIA FLIGHT 


Lslamabad THE MUSLIM in English 17 Apr 81 p 5 


[Editorial] 


[Text] 


AFTER taking a round of 36 orbits in about 54 hours, the 
US. speneey Columbia YY —— its own o includ. 
ing the rejoicing Congress ego beaming 
NASA scientists, the creators of the “flying brickyard”. This 
1,403-ton mass, an outcome of ten years’ laborious mental 


Columbia, which consumed about 10,000 of fuel 
second and a pressure of 5,750 Ibs when it 
Freaded for its journey, has the capacity to carry large 
payloads and passengers into space. This is unique 


because it will not be thrown away as a used tissue. It will not 
be discarded like the other spacecrafts. The reuseable machine 
has new vistas of scientific and industrial development. 
The U.S. cannot but be proud — more so because now it 
leaves its only space competitor, the Soviet Union, years 
behind in the space field. 


No other words — not even,those of the biased Dr. Viadimir 
Shatalov, Head of Cosmonaut Centre in the Soviet Union, who 
reportedly called Columbia, a “great tragedy" — can define 
this massive —T, better than the US. 
coined name ‘Mean Cc ". This is the title of a 
country and western song, to which John Young and Robert 
Crippen, the two astronauts woke up after their first sleep, in 
the space. While the Soviets see the mission in the context of 
U.S. extension of the arms race into space and an attempt to 
offset the military balance, the Third World sees it as an excep- 
tionally selfish and extravagant at t of a Super-Power, 
on which millions of gallons of fuel has wasted. The fact 
that today a barrel of oil costs 40 dollars, magnifies this 
egotistical exercise of a prosperous Super-Power to an ugly and 
horrifying dimension. 
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As the Third World countries in their attempt to wrestle 
out of panels and squalor, seek an alternative in nuclear 
energy, the U.S. covertly pressurises the Third World 
overnments against their interests by various means, Had the 
'§ diverted its mind, manpower, money and material 
resources to tackle the clamant needs of the Fourth World, 
it would have evoked a different response from the indigent 
nations inhabiting two-thirds of this divided globe. 
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PAKISTAN 


BALUCHISTAN LEADERS CONDEMN TERRORISTS 
Karachi DAWN in English 24 Apr 81 p 6 


[Text] Quetta, April 23--A representative gathering of Tribal leaders, elected 
councillors end chairmen of various Union Councils has condemned the threats of 
terrorism | urled by the traitors operating from foreign soil and on the instiga- 
tion of their foreign masters, It urged the people to be aware of the enemies of 
the country and should be united on one platform to frustrate their heinous 
intentions to undo Pakistan which we have achieved after tremendous sacrifice, 


The gathering, through a resolution demanded that the Pakistan Government should 
take measures to bring these traitors home and try them for high treason against 
the State. It also urged the Government to crack down on all such anti-State 
elements and should see that they do not succeed in wrecking the unity of the 
people or damaging the country. 


The meeting was presided over by Mir Abdul Nabi Jamali, a former senator.--APP 
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UN MAY PROVIDE AID POR BALUCHISTAN HEALTH, GITLD CARE PACILITIES 


Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 11 Apr 81 p 8 
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PAKISTAN 


PLIGHT OF INDIAN MINERS WORSENS 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 16 Apr 61 p 5 


[Article by Sumanta Banerjee) 
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PAK LSTAN 


NEW WAGE PACKAGE ANNOUNCEMENT EXPECTED SOON 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 17 Apr 81 p 1 


lArticle by M. Ziauddin) 
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PAKISTAN 





GOVERNMENT CALLED ON TO CONTROL INFLATION, PROFITS 





Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 13 Apr 81 p 4 


"Prices and Wages") 


(Editorial: 


(Text) 
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Generally, uve price conwol apparatus has failed and it will 
require great ingenuity on the part of the managers of the 
ecaunomy to devise ways and means of — runaway profits 
which are earned by paramtic middlemen who are influential 
enough to escape all efforts ray yn A comparative 
study of the price levels existing in this year and m the 
corresponding month last year will show that the prices of 
atta, maida, fawa, = desi gree, butter, nce, gram, cattle. 
feed, lentils, rock salt, fish, milk, mutton, beef and mast 
vegetables all gone up from a minunum of 15 per cent to 
over 30 per cent in some cases. The only commodities whose 
prices fell during the period under review have been desi sugar, 
shakkar, gur and a few vegetables 


Successive governments have t financial solutions for 
our chronic economic problems each year, we have seen 
Peter being robbed to pay Paul and vice-versa in the next 
budget Financial jugglery will no do Bureaucratic 
res.cdies (price committees and things that) have been 
treed and found er, 6 Be oy is a complete 
structural change across board. t freeplay has had 
its way for too long and this mechaniam cannot be mended 
even if ali the taxes are withdrawn and all the controls lifted. 
Social jusuce cannot be assured through bureaucratic diktat It 
is a matter of choice and we have to choose whether we want 
10 gve a chance to the 
pamper the privueged. 
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PAKISTAN 


THREE PROBLEM AREAS LN PAK ECONOMY 


Karachi DAWN in English 23 Apr 81 p 7 


lArticle by Sultan Ahmed ) 
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PAKISTAN 





COTTON, RICE SUPPORT PRICES GIVEN 

Karachi DAWN in English 24 Apr 81 pp 1, 6 

(Text) Rawalpindi, April 23--The Federal Cabinet which met here today under the 
chairmanship of President General Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq, reviewed the support price 
structure of rice and cotton crops for the next season, 


Taking into account the increased cost of production it decided that for the coming 
season the following support prices shall operate for rice and cotton: 


Rice (Rs per 40 kgs) Cotton (Rs. per 40 kgs) 
irri paddy 45 Desi 166 
Better quality of Irri Paddy 45 plus 4 BSI-AC 134 NT 170 
B-557 and 149 F 178 
Sarmast Qalandari 
MS-39, MS-40 192 


The Cabinet noted with satisfaction that the annual average rate of growth in 
agricultural sector has been 4,2 percent since 1977 as against 1.2 percent during 
the period 1970-1977, 


The Cabinet decided to allow complete exemption from import duty to rice drying 
units till such time that the local industry is able to manufacture these plants. 


The Cabinet reviewed agricultural credit scheme and noted that as against approxi- 
mately Rs 400 million allocated for this purpose in the earlier period of last 
decade by the Agricultural Development Bank, and out of the current year alloca- 
tion of Rs 1,000 million till the end of February, Rs 700 million have been 
advanced to farmers. In addition about Rs 600 million have been advanced by the 
commercial banks for the purpose. 


The Chairman of Agricultural Development Bank, who was specially invited to attend 
the meeting, apprised the Cabinet of measures taken by his Bank and also other 
financial institutions to bring about structural changes in agricultural credit 
schemes. As 4 result of these changes brought about progressively, the credit 
ceilings have na been fixed at Rs 1,000 million which may grow up in the next 
year to Rs 1,500 million. Similarly credit allocation from other commercial 

banks would also register a substantial rise. 
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Sugar Policy 


The Cabinet decided that the sugar policy for the next season shall be submitted 
to it some time in September for its consideration, 


The Cabinet aoted and appreciated the performance of the Rice Export Corporation 
whieh is cxpected to export rice worth about US Dollars 500 million (Rs 5,000 
million) by the end of the current financial year. The Cabinet also appreciated 
the ciforts made by the Cotton Export Corporation which was expected to achieve 
ite budget of US 481 million in export earnings of cotton and was expected to 
exceed the target by earning more than US dollars 500 million (Re 5,000 million). 


The Cabinet desired that methods of working of both the Corporations, particularly 
for che purchase of these commodities and making payments to the farmers, should 
be further streamlined, Both the corporations were also directed to exercise 
better quality control, 


Per(lormance 


While discussing the performance of agricultural sector, the President directed 
tha. Chambers of Agriculture should be established in all the provinces with a 
provincia! headquarters and a Federation of Agriculture Chamber at Islamabad. The 
Cabinet also decided to encourage agricultural cooperatives in order to streamline 
the existing systems of agricultural credits inputs and marketing facilities. 

Thie would also lead towards self-reliance among farming communities. 


The Cabinet reviewed the present power situation in Karachi and approved certain 
administrative measures which pertain to staggering of load and economy in use of 
electricity by various consumers. In order to meet the current situation, it 

decided that the industrial and commercial units which have their own generators 
should use them for this purpose. Surcharge on the operation of these generators 
should be cemoved immediately and till such time the situation returns to normal. 


The Cabinet meeting was attended by the four provincial Governors and all the 
Federal Ministers and Ministers of State present in the capital.--APP 
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PAKISTAN 


EXPORT RICE TONNAGE FOR YEAR DROPS 
Karachi DAWN in English 23 Apr 81 p 6 


[Text] Pakistan has exported 9,39,000 tons of rice valued at 420.14 million 
dollars during the current fiscal year, the Chairman, Rice Export Corporation 
of Pakistan, said in an interview, 


He said total shipment of rice during the current fiscal year would stand about 
11.50,000 tons worth about 500 million dollars, 


Fifty countries were importing Pakistani rice. 


The Chairman said that the export figures during the outgoing financial year 
were 10,86,000 tons of rice worth 422 million dollars against 10,09,000 tons 
worth 339 million dollars in 1978-79. 


The Government fixed the export target of 12.25,000 tons worth 481 million 
dollars during the current year. 


Rice production had fallen during the two consecutive years and as such nearly 

10 lakh tons of rice was likely to be procured during this year. The Government 
had fixed the procurement target of 13 lakh tons 3.50,000 tons Basmati and as much 
Irri from Punjab and six lakh tons from Sind. To date 3.14,000 tons of Basmati 
and 63,300 tons of Irri had been procured from the Punjab. Out of six lakh tons 
from Sind, 5,62,000 tons had already been procured, Procurement of more rice 
from Sind would be made during the next three weeks, As such, he said, there was 
a shortfall of three lakh tons in the procurement of rice from the Punjab. Sind 
will fulfill its quota. 





Giving comparative figures, the Chairman said that in the outgoing fiscal year 
11,360,000 tons of rice was procured against the procurement target of 12,50,000 
tons fixed by the Government. During 1978-79, 12,28,000 tons of rice was procured,- 
APP 
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PAKISTAN 


EXPORTERS OF CIGARETTES TO AFGHANISTAN WARNED 
Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 13 Apr 81 p 1 


(Text ] 





“Afghan Government Monopo- 
Cigarette manufacturers ly." This le & serious offence 
have been severely warned punishable under the Central Ex- 
for violating _the rules It has, therefore been ordered 
(Central Excise Rules, that each packet of cigarettes. 
1944) in respect of cigaret- carton or for export 
te exports from Pakistan Gelli tho ‘cards the ement- 
to Afghanistan. Af, Government Monopoly.” 
The cigarette manufaciurers those packages, cartons, 
scription ot “Atghane Govers- ghanistan and ot bearing ig. the 
scription of “ ern- 
ment Mooopoly" > the ks above words shall not be - 
which ig stated to be an offence ed export. In case of default, all 
under the rules. such cigarettes shall be liable to 
The Collectorate of Central seizure or confiscation under the 
Excise and Land Customs has relevent Rules. 
issued an order asking the ciga- Till such time that the print- 
rette manufacturers to stick to ing of packages are arranged, 
these rules ly. the above expression may be 
T; hag been reported that the stamped on cartons and outer 
cigarette manufacturers export- packages. The manufacturers 
ing cigarettes to Afghanistan may be directed .o arrange for 
= = . —- printing of the cartons and pack 
Rules 1944 and Orders regard. eon oS oe 


ing the printing of inscription 
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SMUGGLED GOODS REPORTED COMMON IN LAHORE SHOPS 


Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 12 Apr 81 p 3 


(Text) 
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PAKISTAN 


THIRTY PERCENT INCREASE IN LNFLATION RATE REPORTED 


islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 8 Apr 61 p 1 


lArticle by Jawaid Bokhari] 
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PAKISTAN 


STEEL MILL COST OVERRUN REPORTED 
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lArticle by M, Ziauddin) 


(Text) 
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PAKISTAN 


POLLCE EXPRESS LOW OPINION OF NEWSMEN 


\elamabad THE MUSLIM in English 8 Apr 61 p 3 
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PAKISTAN 


CARPET TRALNING PROJECT REPORTED ‘IN SHAMBLES' 


islambad THE MUSLIM in English 8 Apr 61 p 1 


[Article by Saeed Qureshi! 
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BRLEFS 


AFGHAN CARPET-WEAVING CENTERS--April ll--A proposal to open a dozen more carpet- 
weaving centres for Afghan refugees in NWFP was under serious consideration of 
the Government. The scheme, prepared by the Small Industries Development Board, 
Peshawar, is understood to have been submitted to the Government today. The 
Board sources told the Pakistan Times that the scheme included the opening of 
eight carpet-weaving training centres, two wood furniture centres, and two 
embroidery centres, [ext] (Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 12 Apr 81 p 5) 


ROMANIAN REFINERY CONTRACT«-Bucharest, April 9--The proceedings of the seventh 
session of the joint Romanian-Pakistani Governmental Commission of economic, 
scientific and technical co-operation concluded here yesterday. The Chairmen 

of the Commission, Mr Mihail Florescu, Minister Secretary of State at the National 
Council for Science and Technology, and Mr Ghulam Ishaq Khan, Minister of Finance 
and Co-ordination, signed the protocol of the session. The document stipulates 
measures conducive to the expansion and diversification of co-operation in various 
fields of mutual interest, particularly in machine building, the ofl and cement 
industries, electronics and agriculture, as well as to the intensification of 
commercial exchanges. A contract was also signed regarding the building of a 
lubricants refinery in Karachi between the “industrial export-import" foreign 
trade enterprise of Romania and “Perac,” a State-run company of Pakistan, 
Attending the signing ceremony was Mr Cornel Burtica, Romanian Deputy Prime 


Minister of Foreign Trade and International Economic Co-operation.--APP [Text] 
[Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 10 Apr 81 p 4] 


MINERAL DISCOVERIES IN BALUCHISTAN--Quetta, April 23--The Geological Survey of 
Pakistan has made some mijor mineral discoveries in Baluchistan, These discover- 
fee included flourite in Kalat, zine and lead in Khudzar and pink granite in 
Lasbela districts. Other mineral deposits included copper at three more places 

in Chagai district and molybdenum in the same district. According to GSP sources, 
the extent of these deposits is being determined ,--&PP (text) (Karachi DAWN in 
English 24 Apr 81 p 1) 
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PHLLIPP INES 


FINANCIAL RESTRUCTURING FOLLOWS DISAPPEARANCE OF INDUSTRIALIST 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 20 Mar 81 p 6 


[Article by Jeremy Toye in Manila] 
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PHILIPPINES 


ISLAM, THE BACKGROUND OF REVOLUTION IN PHILIPPINES 
Tehran TIMES in English 13 Apr 81 p 3 


[Text] Generally, the atudente come from lower and poor classes. In Cotabato, 
there are 400 boys and girle in a echool, where only elementary religious books 
are available. The students are all poor and receive only 2.5 pesos a month. All 
of them love Imam Khomeini. Sultan Koudrat has 250 girls and boy students with 
the girle mostly having the Islamic veil. They are financially not well-off. 


They receive only 3} pesos a month. In Zamboanga, there are totally 450 students 
in a government school. The school is governed by the Islamic Conference. The 
existing books are elementary and Egyptian. The school has no library for prac- 
tical purposes. But it is a big and newly conetructed building housing Egyptian 
missionaries, most of whom are the opponents of the Islamic revolution for Iran 
and Imam Khomeini. 


In the jungles around Cotabato, a private school has 200 boy and girl students. 
It is built in the center of a hamlet having a population of 700. 


Most girle wear the Islamic cover and boys are diligent, ascetic and poor. They 
receive 3 pesos per month. Their living houses are made of thatches. They are 
most interested in their customs and most of them are the supporters of the Revolu- 
tion of Iran and Imam Khomeini. 


Martial Law 


In the Holou Islamic school there are 550 students with the girl students wearing 
the Islamic cover. We do not have information on the salary of students and 
teachers for we did not have permission to visit the city. Most of the time there 
is martial law in the city and the above information was received through letter. 
The school prays for the life of Imam Khomeini and Banisadr once a week. At 
present, the Iranian students in the Philippines offer Arabic books, the Qoran and 
Al Shahid magazine to the schools. 


Just as it was mentioned above, the schools supported by the government have a bet- 
ter condition than the private schools. Although not having this advantage the 
private schools have preserved their independence. They work freely and investi- 
gate issues in a more comfortable manner. 


In cities where people are interested in learning Arabic and the Qoran, the govern- 
ment has opened classes in universities, in Notradinam University, Cotabato, which 
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ia American, there are 12 volumes of Islamic literature. The units are: The 

life of Hagrat Mohammad, Arable alphabet, Ielamic history, life of Islamic lead- 
era. All the etudente have to pase these unite. It ie definite that the teaching 
of Islamic literature in the American college will have no result but going againat 
Islam and Moslems because the books have been written by Americans. 


The non-student people of Southern Philippines are of the view that the only solu- 
tion lies in the learning of Islamic lessons. The students and intellects are 
very much inapired by the Islamic Revolution of Iran. They are in close contact 
with Lranian etudente who lately and after the revolution increased their activity 
in enlightening the minds of Moslems and traneferring the Islamic revolution of 
Iran to Southern Philippines. 


They have scented the smell of Islam and have been incited to move and stir. 


They are not sitting idle. They have formed regional Islamic societies and li- 
braries to try to rejuvenate Islam in their land. This has been especially taken 
up by a group called "Sobhanol Moslamin" in Maravi city. Even considering the exag- 
geration by the group, the claimed 30,000 membership is quite eye-catching. They 
have been able to muster 2,000 Moslem youths by holding an Islamic camp four 

months ago. With the various cultural programs the group has instilled in the 
minds of the members the Islamic thoughts. The camp which lasted ten days has been 
instrumental in leaving a positive reaction among the Moslems of Southern Philip- 
pines. The group held exhibitions and composed Islamic hymns and songs to show 

the characteristics of the Islamic culture. Lately they have composed a version 
of the hymn "Khomein-e-Imam" in their native language. They sing the hymn most 
days in mosques. Part of the hymn runs like this: 


We are Moslems, if the world becomes materialist we shall not 

If the world shuns religion, we shali not 

Death to alcohol, death to gamble, death to adultery 

We shall always be on the path of faith. 

The group also takes along youngsters of age between 10 and 15 to the big mosque 
of the city and imparts military training. They train in military disciplines 
such as: forward march, chest crawling, frog jumps and salute inspired by reci- 
tals of Islamic hymns. | 

Scattered moves started lately »y Moslem youths in Mindanao have sent shivers in 
the hearts of colonialists, making them desperate. But the Filipino government 
wishing to make Islamic countries believe that the Moslems are having religious 
freedom has lately diminished restrictions in this regard. These groups can in- 


stitute a vast cultural revolution if they unite under one line and possess a right 
leadership cadre. 


Discord 


One of the reasons for the lack of success in the liberation movement of Mindanao 
is the discord created among the Moslems. The discord arises because of the two 
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inte: a) Differences in the leaderahip cadre of the liberation movement. b) 
ie of language among cities and regional rural areas. 


a) Differences in the leadership cadre: At present the biggest issue threatening 
the revolution ie these differences, particularly those between the two main lead- 
ere, Nourmieavari and Hashem Salamat. Nourmisavari is the main leader in Min- 
danao. His age ie 33 and he is born in Tavitavi, one of the islands in Soulo. 
After graduation in political acience from VB university, he increased his politi- 
cal activity againet President Marcos because of the latter's power-seeking poli- 
cles. Before thie, he founded the Ielamic students society which voiced protest 
againet the Filipino government and he is remembered as the initiator of the first 
demonstrations in the university. 


After hie studies, he collects 90 students and takes them to the Malaysian city 
of Saba where he trains them in guerilla warfare--with the intention of armed re- 
bellion againet the exieting government. 


C80: 4220/256 END 
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